My research will focus on the manner in which historical memory manifests itself in post-conflict societies: the formation of historical and political narrative. As part of the transitional period, communities recovering from conflict and violence oftentimes create new narratives, discarding certain memories and adhering ever more firmly to others. The goal of my research will be to study the process through which post-conflict communal memory develops. 

    In order to conduct my project, I will speak with locals from both Greek and Turkish Cypriot communities about their perceptions of the past, present, and future, paying special attention to the evolution of competing narratives. What types of narratives attract the support of the populace?  In what ways do different narratives appeal to different generations and different communities? Which events hold special importance for the Turkish Cypriot community and which events hold special importance for the Greek Cypriot community? Why do certain stories cement themselves in popular memory? In turn, what types of narratives would people rather write out of history? What makes people want to forget? In what ways does historical narrative contribute to the recovery process and post-conflict transition? 

   My project will culminate in an article that integrates interviews with secondary research, thereby utilizing Greek and Turkish Cypriot narratives to generate a commentary on the development of historical memory and the continuing link between the past and the present: the extent to which the process of remembrance impacts the ongoing peace process 
