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Call for papers

Conflicts and Values of Heritage: 

The Cyprus Case and Beyond

PRIO Cyprus Centre Annual Conference

Nicosia, 12-14 November 2010

Heritage destruction in conflict zones has been studied in a variety of guises: demolition of monuments, looting of artifacts, improper change of usage, deliberate neglect, etc. Conflict zones have also featured high profile reconstruction preparing for or following a peace settlement. The destruction of heritage is widely linked to the targeting of symbolic sites of communal identity and the increase of levels of distrust between rival communities, whereas reconstruction purportedly aims at re-establishing this trust and recreating cross-communal bonds and solidarities. What has been less discussed is the extent to which ethnic conflict has often only amplified heritage conflicts that pre-existed the advent of communal violence, that is to say, conflicts over heritage representation and interpretation, conflicts over what resources inherited from the past actually express in terms of values and beliefs about ‘us’ vis-à-vis ‘others’. Less examined has also been the paradox that conflict has—in certain contexts—preserved heritage as an unintended consequence of freezing development. Identifications, uses and contestations of heritage have had, therefore, diverse power implications and served a wide range of policies and political agendas: ranging from logics of partition to logics of reunification, from ethnic cleansing to inter-ethnic understanding, and from enhancing conflict continuation to assisting conflict transformation. Currently, there is an increasing recognition by both theorists and practitioners of the value of heritage for society as a whole and for ‘heritage communities’ in particular, including in areas of conflict, meaning in effect that heritage can no longer be—if it ever was—the preserve of experts and national governments. New heritage norms, individual and collective rights and national obligations have emerged through conventions at both European and international levels and provide new perspectives from which to view, critique and understand heritage practice.

The 2010 PRIO Cyprus Centre conference will focus on the complex politics of heritage destruction and reconstruction in Cyprus. It will examine the diverse social and political implications of heritage practice and neglect across the Cyprus divide, especially with respect to identity formation and reconstruction. It will also seek to draw knowledge from heritage practice in other conflict zones with similar problems and predicaments. 

The conference organizing committee seeks contributions that address—though not limited to—the following: 

· how conflict and peacemaking dynamics are implicated in heritage practice in Cyprus

· adversarial and peacemaking uses of ‘conflict heritage’ 

· tensions and contradictions in the ethnicization of heritage in Cyprus and similar cases

· effects and affects of destruction, reconstruction and selective preservation of heritage on the different communities in Cyprus

· the comparison of official and subaltern, top-down and bottom-up practices of heritage as well as inequalities in identifying and protecting heritage

· responsibility / accountability in the interpretation and use of ethnic, cross-ethnic and non-ethnic heritage

· examples of heritage practice from which to draw comparative insights and lessons for the Cyprus case 

Keynote Speaker: Professor Michael Herzfeld, Harvard University.

There is a limited budget to fully or partly cover travel expenses for those travelling from abroad. An edited volume based on the contributions to this conference is planned. 

An abstract of up to 300 words must be submitted by 3 May 2010. The full program will be announced by 31 May. 

To submit an abstract or request further information, contact Olga Demetriou (prio.olga@cytanet.com.cy)
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