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Keynote speech
When are words at home? Violence, Voice, Location, and Locution
					VEENA DAS
This paper examines the event of violence and the event of narration as braided with each other. While recent literature on violence assumes that violence stands apart from everyday life, this paper asks how violence might be embedded in everyday life. Thus instead of thinking of narration as that which “follows” the event of violence, I ask how narration and violence are woven into each other. Taking examples from recent ethnographies I track the manner in which language itself becomes disembodied, torn away from its natural home, so that the everyday itself becomes a testimony to the instability of narrative. Under these conditions how might we think of voice in its relation to location – is there any footing in the world that such narratives may find? How are then events and the everyday related in the experience of violence.
Veena Das is Krieger-Eisenhower Professor of Anthropology and Professor of Humanities at the Johns Hopkins University. Her most recent books are Life and Words: Violence and the Descent into the Ordinary, 2007 and Sociology and Anthropology of Economic Life: The Moral Embedding of the Economy (ed. with R.K.Das, 2010). Veena Das is a fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and a Fellow of the Academy of scientists from the Developing Countries. She received an honorary doctorate from the University of Chicago in 2000. She is currently working on urban transofrmations and the lives of the poor in urban India.

Plenary session 1: Global conflicts in Local Settings
Studying the Militaries of the Industrial Democracies: An Israeli Anthropologist looks at Anthropology and Organized State Violence
                     				Eyal Ben-Ari
I utilize my observations as a scholar studying the military to do four things. First, I situate the controversy over relations between anthropologists and the military as a peculiarly American rendering of global academic processes. Second, I contend that while colored by American biases, this debate nevertheless carries implications for scholars around the world because of the structural centrality of American academia. Third, I maintain that as anthropologists we have a political duty to continue studying the military and processes of militarization including studies enabled by the armed forces because of what they reveal about the use of state-mandated force. Fourth, I explain how fieldwork such as I have been carrying out among Israeli troops and commanders implicates a number of issues necessitating a process of reflection and dialogue with the subjects of our study. 
Eyal Ben-Ari is a Professor at the Department of Sociology and Anthropology (Hebrew University of Jerusalem). He has carried out research in Japan, Israel, Singapore and Sweden on white collar communities, early childhood education, business expatriates, militaries and peace-keeping forces. His previous publications include Body Projects in Japanese Childcare (1997), Mastering Soldiers (1998) and (with Zev Lehrer, Uzi Ben-Shalom and Ariel Vainer Rethinking the Sociology of Combat: Israel’s Combat Units in the Al-Aqsa Intifada (2010). Among recent edited books are (with Edna Lomsky-Feder) The Military and Militarism in Israeli Society (2000), (with Daniel Maman and Zeev Rosenhek) War, Politics and Society in Israel (2001), (with Smita Jassal) Echoes of Partition (2006) and (with Kobi Michael and David Kellen) The Transformation of the World of Warfare and Peace Support Operations (2009).  He is currently carrying out research on the following areas: (1) the impact of international law on the activities of the Israeli military; (2) the continued enchantment with conventional wars in the armed forces of the industrial democracies; (3) innovative sociological approaches to the study of the military; (4) the preparation of kindergarten children for school in Japan; (5) the state and popular culture in Asia.
Beyond Local Ownership in the Architecture of International Peacebuilding
					Oliver P. Richmond
 ‘Local ownership’ and ‘participation’ have become buzzwords of international intervention, whether military, humanitarian or developmental, by the UN, World Bank, agencies or NGOs. This has been partly to avoid accusations of intrusion and to enhance the legitimacy of intervention. Such strategies have not promoted local ownership in any meaningful way. Rather, they have denied it, confused which local, and obscured the wider range of meanings of the concept. First, ownership indicates choice and flexibility. Secondly, it indicates a contractual relationship between providers and recipients based on the provision of necessary or desirable objects or frameworks. Thirdly, this relationship is somewhat contradictorily based on public service and on neoliberal notions of ownership, for the greatest good within the target polity, and close interactions between international and local. Fourth, it indicates a debate about which local and what ownership actually means, not predetermined by western, institutionalised, marketised, liberal notions. This includes material, social, economic, political, ideological, and cultural or customary aspects of ownership. Fifthly, it raises the question of whether local ownership is actually international ownership if its parameters are created externally, a priori? International ownership might easily be seen as neo-colonial, if so. Finally, it raises the issue of how local ownership might be defined in contextual and everyday terms.
Generally, international actors block choice and flexibility in these areas, operate in an unaccountable manner, and channel and distance their recipients, without acknowledging the limitations of their own prescriptions in different contexts. They do this to make local ownership and participation appear to be contextually sensitised responses to the criticisms of the liberal peace approach which have emerged over the last ten years or so. In effect, international legitimacy emanates from Security Council resolutions, from international law, and western norms, and the liberal peacebuilding consensus. It is only maintained by ignoring local preferences, responsibility towards local communities’ needs, and a distance between international actors and their local counterparts. 'Failed statebuilding' has been the result, lacking local legitimacy, and not enabling a sophisticated, contextual form of peace.
To counter these problems, ownership should instead be based on local, contextual, cultural, and hopefully democratic choices about rights, needs, and institutions, as well as international norms and standards. It should represent contractual responsibility and accountability, negotiated between 'internationals' and 'locals', and contextualised relationships between them.
Oliver Richmond is a Professor in the School of IR, University of St. Andrews, UK, and Director of the Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies. He is also an Advanced International Scholar, School of International Studies, Kyung Hee University, Korea. His publications include Liberal Peace Transitions, (with Jason Franks, Edinburgh University Press, 2009), Peace in IR (Routledge, 2008), The Transformation of Peace (Palgrave, 2005/7), Maintaining Order, Making Peace (Palgrave 2002), and Mediating in Cyprus (Frank Cass, 1998). He is one of the editors of the Review of International Studies, and editor of the Palgrave book series, Rethinking Conflict Studies. He can be contacted on opr@st-andrews.ac.uk. All errors are the author's alone.

The Specter of Peace: ‘Division’ and ‘Settlement’ in International  Governance, Anthropology, and Liberalism
					Yael Navaro-Yashin				
In this paper I explore various ways of conceptualizing ‘conflict’ and its derivatives  (‘war,’ ‘violence,’ ‘clashing,’ ‘dispute,’ ‘unsettlement,’ ‘division’) as well as ‘peace’ and its associations (‘reconciliation,’ ‘negotiation,’ ‘agreement,’ ‘settlement’). How are these notions being invoked in different fashions? I first ask: what notion (and model) of ‘peace’ is being proposed to local communities by international institutions today? Here, I have ethnographic material in hand based on anthropological research in Cyprus. I will refer specifically to the Kofi Annan Plan for the Resolution of the Cyprus Problem. Holding the Annan Plan as a concept and model with practical implications in one hand (what we could call a ‘theory of peace’ which was never directly applied), I would like, next, to ask: what notions of ‘conflict’ 
and ‘peace’ are in anthropological currency today? What assumptions drive dominant anthropological conceptualizations of ‘division,’ on the one hand, and ‘settlement,’ on the other? In this comparison of an international institution and its mode of practice, a disciplinary approach, and a political positionality, the concepts of ‘peace’ and ‘conflict’ which I have flagged for exploration, as well as their various derivatives, may appear in similar or unsimilar guises. This is exactly the driving question of this paper: I ask and explore, what is ‘conflict’ and what is ‘peace’ in the prevailing frameworks which are available today? How do these frameworks overlap? Where do they differ? And, more to the point: how is ‘difference’ theorized, against which is projected a notion of ‘settlement’? 
Yael Navaro-Yashin is Senior Lecturer; Fellow, Newnham College. Her research to date has explored affect and subjectivity in the domains of politics, the public sphere, law, and bureaucracy. In Faces of the State: Secularism and Public Life in Turkey (Princeton University Press, 2002), she explored new ethnographic sites for the study, articulation, and imagination of the political in documenting how the Turkish public has been subjectively involved in producing ‘fantasies about the state’. This interest led her, in further and more recent research, to study the unrecognized state in Northern Cyprus and its administration through questions about affect in a post-war environment. In her forthcoming book The Make-Believe Space: Affective Geography in a Post-War Polity (Duke University Press, fc. 2012) based on this research, I study affect in zones of ruination and abandonment, in materialities left behind and expropriated in the aftermath of war, as well as in the documentary practices, administration, and economy of an illegal administration.

Absent Presence: on negative potentiality and social invisibility
Henrik Vigh
This paper looks at the relationship between conflict, social invisibility and negative potentiality. Taking its empirical point of departure in fieldwork conducted in Belfast, Northern Ireland, and Bissau, Guinea-Bissau, it illuminates the manner in which people orientate themselves toward negative potentialities. It focuses on the way futures are foretold and the forth-coming negotiated in an attempt to pre-empt violent possibilities. Much has been written about the experiential implications of conflict, as well as its structural, symbolic or ritual dimensions. Yet, little attention has been paid to the ‘orientational’ effects generated by persistent insecurity; that is, the way prolonged political uncertainty influences the way we read and interpret our social environments. Moving from the empirical to the theoretical, and from the specific to the general, the papers compares two specific instances of orientation toward negative potentials before moving on to a more general discussion of the role of social invisibility and potentiality in social life and theory.
Henrik E. Vigh is a political anthropologist specialised in issues of networks, politics, violence and conflict in both Europe and Africa. He holds a Ph.D. from the Department of Anthropology, University of Copenhagen, where he has researched the mobilisation of youth into Protestant paramilitary networks in Belfast, Northern Ireland, as well as the mobilisation, demobilisation and remobilisation of young people in Bissau, Guinea-Bissau. He is currently researching undocumented West African migrants in Europe and the networks that they depend on, develop and are caught up in.  
Plenary Session 2: Landscapes and materialities of conflict: Methodological Explorations in Anthropology and Beyond 
The Moral Economy of Violence in the U.S. Inner City: An Ethnography of Friendly Killers
Philippe Bourgois
In an eight-week period, there were sixteen shootings with three fatalities, three stabbings, and fourteen additional “aggravated assaults” in the four square blocks surrounding our fieldwork site.  In the aftermath of the shootout that caused the most collateral damage, the dealers were forced off our block, by several mothers who openly threatened to “snitch”.  The high levels of violence affecting daily life in the U.S. inner-city can be conceptualized as operating within overlapping moral economies that propagate even more violence. Most notably and visibly, youth find themselves trapped within social networks that oblige them to participate in solidary exchanges of assistive violence following kin-based and gender-scripted chains of allegiance. Seeking security and asserting self-respect, overwhelmed heads of households proactively engage in violence.  Moral economies also characterize the logics for police brutality as well as popular discourses of individual unworthiness and cultural sociopathy that enforce US inner-city apartheid and the punitive incarceration/exclusion of the socially vulnerable. Even the instrumental mobilization of violence by drug dealers follow ethical norms and reciprocal obligations recognized by most local residents.  The moral economy concept allows one to resolve the incongruence between the friendly sociability of daily interactions among our neighbors that so easily turn lethal.
Philippe Bourgois has conducted fieldwork in Central America (Costa Rica, Panama, Nicaragua, El Salvador, and Belize) and in the urban United States (East Harlem--New York and San Francisco). In Central America his research addresses the political mobilization of ethnicity, immigration and labor relations, political violence, popular resistance, and the social dislocation of street children. His research in the United States confronts inner-city social suffering and critiques the political economy and cultural contours of U.S. apartheid. He is also addressing gender power relations, and the intersections between structural and intimate violence. His most recent work focuses on substance abuse, violence, homelessness, and HIV-prevention.

Staying Alive While Conducting Primary Research or Fieldwork on Conflict and Violence
Jeffrey A. Sluka
Managing danger in fieldwork is a particular issue for those conducting primary research on political violence or in locations characterised by such violence. While much has now been written about fieldwork, beyond anecdotal accounts still relatively little has formally been written about handling or managing danger as a methodological issue.  Despite growing interest in and literature on the study of political violence over the past two decades, little has been written about the practical matters of researcher survival in perilous field sites.  This paper presents a review of the literature and current research in this area, an illustrative and reflexive case study of dangerous fieldwork in Belfast, Northern Ireland, and practical strategies and recommendations for dealing with threats to the safety, security, and wellbeing of researchers and informants who work amid the threat of violence.
Jeffrey Sluka earned his PhD from the University of California at Berkeley, and is an Associate Professor in the Social Anthropology Programme at Massey University, New Zealand.  A political anthropologist with extensive fieldwork experience in Northern Ireland, he is an expert on political violence, the cultural dynamics of armed conflicts involving ethnonationalist movements and indigenous peoples, and managing danger in ethnographic fieldwork.  He is the author of Hearts and Minds, Water and Fish: Popular Support for the IRA and INLA in a Northern Irish Ghetto (JAI Press, 1989), and edited Death Squad: The Anthropology of State Terror (University of Pennsylvania Press, 2000) and (with Antonius Robben) Ethnographic Fieldwork: An Anthropological Reader (Blackwell, 2007).

BEYOND THE LOCAL/GLOBAL: PERSPECTIVES FROM THE MIDDLE EAST
Julie Peteet
This talk proposes a series of questions about contemporary anthropological methods in an era of conflict, uncertainty, fear, and shifting notions of place and space. The context for these thoughts is the Arab Middle East, particularly Palestine. First, the question of how to determine the local takes on heightened significance when the geo-political and demographic landscape is in a state of steady flux, both spatially and in meaning, as one state pushes forward and slow-motion ethnic cleansing proceeds in pursuit of demographic superiority and the acquisition of land resources. A quickly diminishing sense of a familiar landscape plagues Palestinians as they are immobilized to facilitate colonization of their resources, re-landscaping, and an assault on their memories and knowledge of the once familiar. Second, how the local is positioned vis-a-vis the regional and global takes on heightened significance as the Middle East seemed targeted for re-mapping and demographic movements over the past decades (Iraq, Palestine, Lebanon). Ethnographic research on enclavization and population separation mechanisms that work by structuring differential mobility is still preliminary. This brings up the question of “anthropology from a distance” and the surfeit of ethnographies on the human experience of these structural and administrative mechanisms which reflects both real security concerns and a slowness to turn to immobilities. Third, do we need to identify and problematize directionality in our methods? Studying up and down is difficult when “victims” are usually easier to study than “perpetrators” who often enjoy the protection of state/military. How do we articulate/map strategies to study over, under, across and through space with studying up and down? Fourth, issues of language and voice remain paramount. Ethnographers of the ME continue to be targets of silencing projects as we come under surveillance and monitoring. Is the concept of “conflict” relevant? Conflict may do the political work of evoking images of two equal parties to a dispute. What are the implications of replacing “peace” with “conflict management”? Fifth, media might be better positioned as an arena of contest rather than as a means of political mobilizing and organizing resistance (the Arab Spring). The state also deploys the media to circulate their narrative of events and to promote their political agenda. Cyber-space is now feature of our research methodologies and must be subjected to critical evaluation. When does it run the risk of facilitating arm-chair anthropology or is it a rich addition to our repertoire of methods, an accompaniment to ethnography? Sixth, ethnographies of time that probe how its motion, and how our interlocutors understand it. In the ME, waiting is an ubiquitous component of subjectivity, resistance, and political manipulation, as well as a weapon and means of subjugation.  
JULIE PETEET is Professor of Anthropology and Director of Middle East and Islamic Studies at the University of Louisville. Her research has focused on Palestinian displacement and refugee camps in Lebanon and more recently the spatio-temporal dimensions of the policy and practices of closure in Palestine. She has authored two books: Gender in Crisis: Women and the Palestinian Resistance Movement (Columbia University Press, 1991) and Landscape of Hope and Despair. Palestinian Refugee Camps ( University of Pennsylvania Press, 2005). She has published in a variety of journals including Signs, American Ethnologist, Cultural Anthropology, Cultural Survival, International Journal of Middle East Studies, Third World Quarterly, and Middle East Report as well as contributed numerous chapters in edited volumes. Her research has been funded by SSRC, Wenner-Gren, Fulbright, the Mellon Foundation, CAORC, and PARC. She serves on the Editorial Board of MERIP, the board of the Middle East Section of the American Anthropological Association, and is a board member of PARC.

Multiple Ontological Visions in the Same Bed: Empire, Militarization of Cypriot Children in the Everyday, and a Geneology of a Defatalized Present
Anna M. Agathangelou
Consubstantial to the founding project(s) of imperial and colonial relations are ethical issues. Yet, ethical issues have long been assumed or made invisible in social and other science research projects.  While some approaches have engaged with ethics (i.e., anthropological ethnographic moralities; sociological analyses of reflexive moralities; philosophy’s focus on a universal ethics; feminist ethics of care; international relations’ critical turn and focus on affect and humanitarian interventions etc) such studies generally isolate their analyses from their historical formation and larger global capitalist projects/contexts. Yet, the way we understand and engage ethical issues is inscribed in our history and interferes with our way of making everyday relations and policies: states of violence and of militarization, of racial and sexual differences are illustrations of it, just as is the display of humanitarian interventions and rationales (i.e., in Iraq and more recently in Libya) in management and re-organization of international conflicts. This paper as a part of a larger research program of a postcolonial-critico-ethico-epistemologies of globality titled Towards a (De) Fatalized Present engages with the Cypriot militarization of children to discuss the theoretical issues raised by this approach - referring in particular to the redefined concept of postcolonial-ethical economies - and analyzes them empirically through three sites concerning institutions which deal with children in war zones such as Cyprus– the military, media, and land.
KEYNOTE
PLENARIES
Dr. Agathangelou teaches in Political Science and Women’s Studies at York University, Toronto. She is also the co-director of Global Change Institute, Nicosia. Author of the Global Political Economy of Sex: Desire, Violence and Insecurity in Mediterranean Nation-States (Palgrave Macmillan, 2006). Agathangelou is currently working on a book project on Neoliberal Empire and War. She is also writing a book with L.H.M. Ling entitled From Neoliberal Empire to Multiple Worlds:Transforming Violence, Desire, and Complicity in Contemporary World Politics. Agathangelou’s research interests include feminist postcolonial and Marxist epistemologies and poetics of transformation, technologies of empire, globalization, migration, the global political economy of sex and race, and militarization of social relations. Agathangelou’s geopolitical area of focus is Eurasia and Europe. She also writes and has published poetry in Greek and English. .
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Session 1:Framing the subject

Bodies, bullets and ballots: Diachronic complexities of conflict and the Palestinian case
Roger Heacock, Professor of History, Birzeit University
“Conflict,” “violence” and “war” are catchall terms functioning semiotically as types of “myths” (Roland Barthes) intended to bring peace to one’s everyday understanding of larger quotidian events. They refer to a complex and multiple set of practices constituting a contradictory but continuous process, not a discrete series of set-piece confrontations with a clear beginning and a definite end. A closer look at the Palestinian case helps to clarify this. So it is that, rather than viewing events in the occupied Palestinian territories as a staggered sequence of separate periods in the way that external (and sometimes internal) syntheses continue to do, this paper reconstructs the entire generation since December 1987 and the outbreak of the intifada as a seamless whole, a process and a model which helped engender and now fuses with the Arab revolution of 2011. The uprising of 1987 did not “end” with Oslo. It was the first act in a drawn-out set of representations which adopted a variety of forms dictated by the people and their representatives, the first act perhaps, in a long drama including successively mass demonstrations, a failed negotiating process, the resort to weapons including notably the body, democratic elections and their frustration, geographic implosion and, in tune with the pan-Arab spring, the announced reunification of ranks in preparation for the further development of the conflict. In tracing this complex diachronic unity, I intend to provide a tight focus by analyzing the language of primary Arab and Palestinian sources, in the form of communiqués, journal articles, speeches and events, illustrating the chaotic disunity of expressive vehicles and the coherent unity of conflict in resistance.

Bare life of an anthropologist? The makeup of “danger” in post-soviet Chechnya.
Mantas Kvedaravicius, PhD Candidate, 
University of Cambridge, Department of Social Anthropology

In popular imagination Chechnya is still a space overflowing with “danger”. Travelers are reminded about kidnappings, violence, and the possibility of arrest and/or accusations of spying. However this paper, based on two years of fieldwork in the region, argues that the current situation defies an “objective” assessment of perils faced by researchers - a failure indicative rather of a particular way in which the state operates than of methodological shortcomings. Chechnya is currently promoted as a secure space by the regime and often deemed free from state-violence by the international human rights commissions. Nonetheless life remains “bare” for part of the population in Chechnya who can be taken, tortured and killed by state agents. In such a situation the method of the so-called participant observation inevitably merges into participant action, and newly acquired sensibilities contribute to the knowledge of everyday life. Minute body moves, language, and dress codes assumed in front of the potentially violent state agents in order to minimize the possibility of arrest become central for the researcher who mimics and internalizes the local behavior. Negotiating check-points, securing back-yard exits, sticking to self-imposed curfews etc. become routine practices. In a situation of secrecy and fear conspiratorial narratives and behavior become a pronounced aspect of life. Professional, albeit contradictory, advice and an acquired familiarity do not absolve researchers from subscribing to such conspiracies. Danger might sometimes seem inflated and behavior - overly cautious, only to become “real” again after some accident. Hence this paper suggests that the experienced uncertainty and the failure to assess the risks which make the researcher operate in a “danger mode” are only partly due to insufficient knowledge. Instead it proposes to view the ambivalence of feelings as indicative of the space where both human subjectivities and the powers of state are being constituted. 

What is “post” about post-conflict societies Nostalgia, Melancholia and Violence among Guatemala psy-workers
Henrik Ronsbo, PhD,Rehabilitation and Research Centre for Torture Victims
 Since the signing of the Peace Accord in 1996, Guatemala has been referred to in policy talk as a post-conflict society, that is, a society in which new institutions in state and civil society are being shaped in order to facilitate the emergence of rule of law, electoral democracy and liberal capitalism. As drug-related violence spreads through the country generating mortalitity rates among the highest per capita in the world, the notion of ‘post-conflict’ seems more and more hollow. This is so, in particular for the people working in post-conflict programs such as state institutions and NGOs that work with issues of rehabilitation of the survivors of the genocide. In this paper I explore how these psy-workers talk about the current rise in violence and I explore how they give voice to the disjointed feelings of working with ‘the post-conflict’ in a violent society. In the paper I particularly explore the concepts of nostalgia and melancholia in order to disentangle the relationships between the past, present and future objects of desire and affect and the psy-workers.

Issues in the Archeology of Modern Conflict: A Case Study for Cyprus and the Committee on Missing Persons 
J. Verdier
Performing research on the remains of 20th century conflict presents a challenging set of problems especially where human remains are involved. The purpose of this study is to highlight some of the unique issues that arise in the practice of archaeology of recent conflict, in this case the issue of missing persons of Cyprus. Archaeological work in areas of recent conflict often bring us into contact with human remains, a majority who died unnaturally or violently. I chose to study some of these key issues while examining the role of archaeology in the Committee on Missing Persons in Cyprus. This covers ethical questions regarding the impact on local communities when exhuming bodies and to what extent are archaeologists responsible for tensions that may arise during this process. Also covered is an unusual aspect of conflict archaeology which are the difficulties and advantages of working with survivors and witnesses as well as the varying attitudes towards the dead as perceived by the Turkish and Greek communities. Further, discussed is whether or not archaeology can be used as a tool to create bi-communal cooperation in a divided community and whether or not exhuming bodies of a recent conflict is a good starting point for the reconciliation of communities. Finally, I discuss the techniques of the archaeological excavation of mass graves in Cyprus and compare those to the techniques employed in the excavation of mass graves of the Spanish Civil War where it has been argued that public involvement has helped heal the community and reconcile with a violent past.
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Session 2: Cultures of law and legitimacy

Surrogate apologies and the limits of shared pain: multi/locality and non/vocality a century after the Armenian genocide
Alice von Bieberstein, PhD candidate, University of Cambridge
From an international diplomatic perspective, the resolution of the Armenian-Turkish conflict seems to be ‘on hold’. Except for some short-lived attempts at prosecuting Turkish war criminals after the deportation and annihilation of Anatolian Armenians during World War I, nothing comparable to processes of transitional justice or of reckoning with the past were ever pursued by the Republic of Turkey after its establishment in 1923. Besides a short period in the early Nineties, the border to Armenia has been closed, the continued denial of the Armenian genocide being compounded by the unresolved question of Nagorno-Karabagh. With great international support, protocols aiming at a rapprochement were signed by the two governments of Turkey and Armenia in 2009, yet were never ratified. Meanwhile, on the ground, international actors, particularly Germany, seek to assist this process through their ‘expertise’ by supporting civil society encounters and oral history projects. Yet, while the conflict originated in one locality, Anatolia, the resulting dispersion of Armenians has ‘globalised’ the conflict, creating multiple ‘locales’. The framing of the ‘conflict’ as a matter of relations between two nation-states hence (a) becomes challenged by Armenian diasporic voices, and (b) masks but also refracts locally in Istanbul in relations between the Turkish-Armenian community, members of the diaspora and Turkish liberal circles that push towards confronting the past. Taking an apology campaign (for the denial of 1915) initiated in 2008 by a group of Turkish ‘intellectuals’, and the discussions and tensions that ensued around it, as my ethnographic material, I wish to discuss how the definitions and struggles over the inclusion and exclusion of relevant ‘locales’ (the Republics of Armenia and Turkey, the Armenian diaspora, the Armenian community in Turkey as well as circles of Turkish intellectuals) reveal central issues in conflict resolution. These concern the formation, audibility and engagements of various voices as they are embedded in and contingent on the particular temporality of this protracted conflict. 

In the Shadow of transitional Justice: unravelling Local Perceptions and Practices In Dealing With the Past in Sierra Leone
Friederike Mieth, Research Fellow Zentrum für Konfliktforschung / Centre for Conflict Studies, Philipps Universität Marburg, 
Transitional justice (TJ) in Sierra Leone has been discussed widely in both scholarly and practitioner?s debates. The two most prominent TJ mechanisms in the country - the Special Court for Sierra Leone and the Truth and Reconciliation Commission - have been analyzed thoroughly with many contributions focusing on controversies or challenges of the establishment and working of these institutions, others looking at outreach activities and impact. In this paper, however, I want to explore how Sierra Leoneans are dealing with their past in everyday life and look at some aspects that have helped them come to terms with the experience of the civil war. Using data gathered in rural and urban locations in Sierra Leone during a 5-month fieldwork period, I argue that current debates about and around TJ in Sierra Leone have not focused enough on two critical aspects. First, little is known about how the kind of war that happened in Sierra Leone influences the way people look at their past. Yet, TJ institutions seem to simply assume that justice or reconciliation is ‘needed’ after the civil war. Second, there are a number of local coping mechanisms or processes that exist in Sierra Leonean communities which help individuals deal with the past and move on. Some of these processes are very subtle, for example the inclusion of ex-combatants in local communities without a ceremony. Taking a step back from the local scene, I conclude that too often, debates on TJ fail to take into account the ‘local’ and therefore obscure such local processes in the postwar society. Lastly, I want to emphasize that especially in the interdisciplinary field of transitional justice academics and practitioners need to be more careful when comparing TJ processes and their impact in different countries as local practices may well prevail over international or national influences.

Everyday legitimacy in post-conflict spaces
Stefanie Kappler, University of St Andrews
The international community has long been criticized for its lack of legitimacy on the ground in Bosnia-Herzegovina (BiH) and thus for its failure to create a sustainable social contract under which people (usually referred to as ‘the local’) can identify with the structure of peace that is being implemented in the country. This paper argues that this is due to the impermeability of the public sphere towards the private, resulting in the promotion of a depersonalized, elite-oriented sphere that does not account for the everyday context in which it unfolds. Yet, although it has often been argued that there is a general lack of legitimacy in post-war BiH, this paper claims that legitimacy has moved from the public sphere to semi-public spaces, i.e. arenas where the public and the private interact and constitute each other. One example of such a space of displaced legitimacy are local cultural arenas, where hopes emerging in people’s everyday life are projected onto alternative visions of peace and a corresponding social contract. The paper uses a number of examples to show how cultural agencies have served as alternative localized and contextualized locations of legitimacy  - in response to the lack of formal political legitimacy - due to their closer connection to people’s lives and needs as well as their ability to translate the private into the (semi-)public.

Child Stone-pelters in Kashmir Confict- Contesting the Grand Narratives of Peace and Security
Javaid Rashid, Research Scholar, Centre for Social Medicine and Community Health, Jawaharlal Nehru Univeristy New Delhi, 
In 1989 the militant armed struggle for demanding right to self determination started in Indian Administered Kashmir (IAK). After the fall of the militant phase, the struggle took a for of peoples’ movement in which masses enlisted their generous participation. Interestingly, since 2007 the massive public protests in Indian Administered Kashmir against the human rights violations and in favor of right to self determination where characterized by a huge participation of children and young people. They take part in non-violent and peaceful rallies, protests and demonstration. When these public protests are dispersed and thwarted by the state forces, the children and young people actively confront the security forces and other para-military personnel with stones, and engage them for days together. More than 150 children and juveniles have got killed and many hundreds seriously injured in the firing on child stone-pelters by the security personnel. A lot more have been tortured, booked and imprisoned under severely punitive acts. The persistent and undeterred participation of children and young people in stone-pelting on security personnel and on the other symbols of State like govt. offices, etc brought the Kashmir conflict in the international limelight. The present paper attempts to analyze the persistent participation of children and young people in the protests against the State. It discusses how children perceive, analyze and make sense of the political circumstances around them? When exposed to adversity how they make use of their agency and resourcefulness in developing new forms and means of challenging the State? How they consciously act upon the environment, develop networks and mobilize their resources to create a counter-propaganda against the ‘State-perceived peace, normalcy and security’? Hence, the subject matter of this paper would be the different forms, versions and means of protests that contest the grand narratives of peace and security as propagated by the governmental agencies. It takes recourse to an interdisciplinary approach and also uses the interpretative phenomenological analysis (IPA) to study this relationship of children, State and peace. The paper tries to argue that children and young people are not the uncritical, immature and passive and foot-soldiers of adult hegemony. But they have activity, creative production, resourcefulness and their own perspectives of peace and security. These perspectives and perceptions of children need to be integrated into the dominant grand narratives of peace and normalcy so that the ‘peace and security’ becomes inclusive, participative and sustainable, and that adds relevance to the lives of people including children.

SESSION 3
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Session 3: Local violence in new global frames

Uzbek pogrom in Osh: the eruption of violence and the international policy of protection of minorities
Boris Petric, Social anthropologist
Few years ago, Kyrgyzstan was known as the “Island of democracy” in central Asia after the Tulip Revolution in march 2005. It was even branded as the best student of the class by donors in term of reforms in the region. It received more assistance than any other countries for democracy promotion and political change. The transition of this post-soviet society was largely co-piloted by international organizations, NGOs, political foundations and western countries aid agencies. They promoted a Wilson-style democratization, which contributed to promote a new political order based on ethnic nationalism and the protection of minorities. Despite this massive international support, ethnic violence suddenly arised in June 2010. During few days, several hundreds Uzbeks were killed by Kyrgyz insurgents. This communication will propose an anthropological analyse by linking the international donor policy and the eruption of ethnic riots.

Your peace or mine? The feminist kill-joy revisited
[bookmark: bookmark0][bookmark: bookmark1][bookmark: bookmark2]Umut Yildirim, University of Cambridge, Faculty of Asian and Middle-Eastern StudieS
This paper aims to contribute to the theorization of post-conflict and reconciliation processes via the lens of feminist activism in Diyarbakir with the legal end of the State of Emergency in 2002. It builds on the dynamic fragmentation and redistribution of the displaced Kurdish community (1985- present) with a view to exploring an affective sphere of feminist politics activated by internationally funded networks of expertise, militant/grass roots assemblages of the PKK, and bureaucratic/military webs of the Turkish state. The paper ethnographically situates and conceptually reconfigures the affective life of feminist activism in Diyarbakir. It maps the intangible, elusive, silent, yet material breakdowns and high moments of the Kurdish militant-cum-expert in a series of national gatherings on 'the women question'. Ethnographically, the paper employs an affective lens to investigate why and how these meetings, where participants of the Kurdish woman's movement from Diyarbakir welcomed a broad range of feminists visiting from the West of Turkey, failed to produce the desired peaceful outcomes despite the 'goodwill' of the constituents for dialogue. Analytically, the paper resituates silence, not as a strategy for survival (Suarez Orozco 1990, 1992; Green 1994; Aretxaga 1997; Zur 1998; Manz 2002; Altinay 2004), but as a dynamic and complex affective register in order to historically locate contemporary institutional configurations of feminism with respect to 'Kurdishness' and 'violence'. It is an affective dissonance of senses, the paper argues, which inform the condition of activism in this newly emerging neoliberal site of peace politics, where the fantasies of and the desire for tolerance and harmony are constantly countered back and reconfigured by contradictory demands, turbulent alliances, and violent outbursts. Dissonance confronts the seemingly flowing success stories of institutional frameworks of expertise and a certain genre of feminist politics which is complicit with the economic rationality of such models.

Property, territory and armed conflict in Mindanao, the Philippines
Jeroen Adam, Research Fellow, Conflict Research Group (CRG), Ghent University
Since 09/11, a decade long armed conflict on the Philippine island of Mindanao has been put in the spotlight of international media and policy makers. Within this renewed focus, attention is particularly being paid to global connections of international terrorism among armed Muslim insurgents. Within this literature, in-depth, grounded empirical data on the formation, discourse, ideology… of these groups is often totally lacking. At best, general and rather trivial explanations pointing to processes of ‘underdevelopment’ or ‘marginalization’ are provided for the emergence of armed groups. What this marginalization consists of or how underdevelopment feeds into the formation of armed groups is hardly touched upon.This paper wishes to put forward the argument that the emergence of armed conflict in Mindanao has to be sought in contrasting and competing interpretations regarding property and territory, which is largely defined between an indigenous Muslim population and a migrant Christian population. As a case study, the province of Cotabato, situated in central Mindanao, has been selected. This province has seen a steady influx of impoverished Christian migrants from overpopulated areas in other parts of the Philippines, provoking tensions with the indigenous Muslim population regarding land access. Moreover, the province has a considerable presence of different sorts of armed groups. Starting from this observation, this paper wants to elaborate on three questions: 1) how is the settlement of Christians and Muslims spatially organized in the province of Cotabato; 2) how were national land reform programs such as the CARP (Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Program) and the IPRA (Indigenous People’s Rights Act) locally implemented and how did this affect the settlement of Christian and Muslim populations, 3) how are tensions and competing interpretations surrounding territory and property mobilized into the formation and recruitment of armed groups?

The “Frozen Conflicts” of the South Caucasus – A Challenge for Research on Violent Conflict?
Franziska Smolnik, M.A. PhD Student , Otto-von-Guericke University Magdeburg, Dep. of Political Science German Institute for International and Security Affairs,  franziska.smolnik@swp-berlin.org
The paper proposed will challenge quantitative conceptualizations of violent conflict, still much prevalent in the fields of political science and IR, and instead argue for enriching these disciplines by adopting conceptualizations of violent conflict found in anthropology. Drawing upon the South Caucasus “frozen conflicts” of Nagorno-Karabakh and Abkhazia, the difficulty in clearly delimitating statuses of “peace” and of “war” as implicit in quantitative understandings of violent conflict will be shown. The persistent conflicts of the South Caucasus pose a challenge to quantitative definitions of violent conflict whose central indicator is the number of “battle-related deaths”, by help of which the existence and severity of violent conflict is determined. The misfit is inherent in the ambiguous terminology used to capture these conflicts – describing them as “frozen” and the affected societies as being in a state of “no war, no peace”. The South Caucasus conflicts therefore lay open separate “statuses” of war and peace (even more so when used as dichotomic) as political juridical constructions which hardly ever fit the actual politico-social realities. By drawing on empirical data on the cases of the Nagorno-Karabakh and Abkhazia conflicts it will be argued that qualitative conceptualizations of violent conflict as found in anthropology are much more adequate when analyzing these conflicts for three interrelated, reasons: First, war and peace are seen as different stages on one continuum with no clear boundaries, opening the perspective to those dynamics actually taking place “on the ground”. Such a perspective is linked and can be fruitfully applied to the South Caucasus “frozen” conflicts because of, on the one hand, a broadened understanding of violence, rejecting the single focus on battle-related deaths, as well as, on the other hand, a call for caution regarding the role violence plays, arguing that some but clearly not all social processes in spaces affected by violent conflict are adapted to, directed at or repercussions of exerted or experienced violence. The paper will draw on insights and (first) results of a PhD project under the working title “Organization of Political Rule in Spaces of Persistent Conflict”, with a focus on and field work conducted in Abkhazia and Nagorno-Karabakh.
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Session 4: Urbanity in conflict

Urban peacebuilding in divided cities
Annika Björkdahl, Lund University, Annika.Bjorkdahl@svet.lu.se
Cities divided by violent conflict, such as Mostar, Beirut and Nicosia, have proved remarkably resistant to peacebuilding efforts aimed at reconstruction, reintegration and reconciliation. Such cities tend to freeze the conflict, as it remains divided regardless of a conflict settlement. Contested cities therefore become symbols of the continuities rather than discontinuities between war and peace. Yet, the mutuality between urban peacebuilding and social reconciliation makes cities necessary foundations on which to build an integrated society and a sustainable grass-root peace. The divided city as a lived space provides for interaction between inhabitants, and can either reinforce or undermine divisions in every day practices. For example it is in the streets where negotiations over concepts such as tolerance and democracy take place, and where challenges connected to governing divided communities emerge. In the urban public spaces, local actors can deliberate, localize and realize internationally sponsored, elite negotiated and nationally agreed peace accords.     By marrying critical urban studies with critical peacebuilding literature this paper explores the problematique of building sustainable peace in divided cities. Peacebuilding requires “urbanization” and a proper understanding of ‘the urban’ as a space stimulating both peace- and conflict-generating activities, promoting intergroup competition over space and resources, as well as interdependencies inherent to urban life. The ambition is to attempt to unpack the multidimensionality of ‘peacebuilding’ as an object of knowledge, and conceptually develop the notion of urban peacebuilding. Hence, the urban, urban peace and urban peacebuilding provide the conceptual building blocks of this paper as it explores the divided city as a frontier, an autonomous actor, and an arena for peace- or conflict-generating activities. The paper will investigate the divided city as a nexus of top-down and bottom-up peacebuilding processes and as analytically pertinent ‘zones of engagement’ and ‘of friction’ between the global and the local in order to map out urban peacebuilding strategies. 

Memorialisation processes between the global and the local
Estela Schindel, Heidelberg University
Memorialization initiatives are increasingly regarded as processes that can make a significant contribution to post-conflict societies by rendering visible the material sites of (civil) war, fostering the rebuilding of social relations, promoting human rights education and allowing some degree of symbolical reparation to the victims. In the last years, the emergence of a certain mainstream memorialization discourse seem to be setting norms as regarding the uses, forms and objectives of such memorial spaces around the world. This international trend is not free of paradoxes, like those originated by the appearance of a global “terror” circuit for the tourism. In any case, the internationalization of the memorial languages and practices often implies a tension with the memorializing initiatives developed by local movements “from below”.  My paper will address this topic by exposing the results of my recent anthropological fieldwork performed in 8 former clandestine detention and torture centers from the Argentinean dictatorship (1976-1983) which are now in civil hands and serving as memory sites. These places are being managed mostly by civil organizations and/or the local governments, with an active commitment by grass roots groups. In most cases, they aim and manage to create a dynamic interaction with the surrounding neighborhood. An ethnographic observation of the everyday use of such places allows me to pose, as a first work hypothesis that the potential of these places for fostering peace, memory, truth and justice grows together with the degree of interrelation and mutual identification between the management of such places and the local communities. International networking of such local initiatives could allow the emergence of translocal knowledge about the potentiality of memorialization in post-conflict societies. The anthropological approach to such post-conflict scenarios, I suggest, illuminates the importance of local, “everyday” practices for the success of initiatives aimed at promoting peace and memory.

Architectural heritage. Conflict, and identity: The Nicosia International Airport
Emily Shiantou, Department of Architecture, Ghent University
The conflict of Cyprus offers a variety of examples of the impact and involvement of heritage in conflict; examples of how a conflict can destroy monuments or even create monuments by linking architecture to specific positive or negative experiences in the national scale. Damage and destruction of cultural heritage, production of commemorations, manipulation of heritage sites, all in the arena of politics and past mastering, ‘feed’ the conflict until today. The Nicosia International Airport is a site engaged in the events of the recent history of Cyprus with a short life span that nevertheless witnessed the main events of this period in Cyprus, the end of the British colonial period, the independence of Cyprus, the intercommunal conflicts in 1964 and the Turkish Invasion in 1974. The Nicosia International Airport’s terminal, is a case of post-war modern heritage which due to the unusual circumstances requires a marked departure from the usual planning processes and methods for its conservation. The paper will explore the history of the site and examine whether its re-use as an airport, used by the leaders of the two communities in peace talks as a key element for confidence-building measures is still a good option. In doing this, it will examine its derelict state and explain how Nicosia International Airport constitutes architectural heritage. It will then ask whether heritage conservation can be used as a means towards dialogue, and tool for overcoming divisions in this case. 
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Session 5: Conflict epistemologies and the categorisations of conflict

Learning from non-academic fact-finding Challenges of representing distant local realities
Michaela Zöhrer, University of Augsburg, Germany
The bigger part of our everyday as well as expert knowledge of what is going on (somewhere) in the world we have not acquired on our own, that is by first-hand experiences, but by narratives and reports of others who witnessed. For some international non-governmental organisations (INGOs) it has actually become “big business” to represent distant local realities of conflicts and wars. Many of the best known INGOs send researchers to the field to keep records of local circumstances and collect data interviewing victims, bystanders and so-called local experts. INGOs therefore can be understood as messengers that produce knowledge (facts and testimonies) of particular situations and make human rights violations and “distant sufferings” accessible to international audiences. The epistemic, ethical and political quality of the represented facts and stories has recently been a popular target of criticism in the academic community and especially within the humanitarian community itself. For instance, the representation of “distant others” as helpless victims (objects instead of subjects) in conjunction with fundraising and advocacy efforts of INGOs have been criticised. Humanitarian and human rights based practices clearly are a specific access to the local field and its representations. Bearing in mind the genuine social character of scientific research the proposed paper takes a look at some challenges of non-academic fact-finding and advocacy practice that have already been discussed particularly within the humanitarian field from the perspective of cultural anthropology and sociology of knowledge. It provides first insights into the discursive opportunities and risks which go hand in hand with efforts to bear witness, gain knowledge and collect evidence “right there” as Western fieldworkers and which are inevitably linked to the endeavour to stand for geographical and social distant realities of “the local”.

Never again Here and Now. Moral imaginations of violence in a Darfurian intervention
Manuel Schwab, Columbia University, New York
This paper explores the practical significance of the circulation of taxonomies of violence (categorical distinctions that figure killing as political, judicial, act of war, war crime, genocidal, etc.) What does an increasingly professionalized (and securitized) practice of peacekeeping do when it categorizes violence and forms practices from these distinctions? These conceptual frames are in actual fact local and contingent; they are developed out of particular cases (e.g. the Holocaust and its Nuremberg paradigm, South Africa’s TRC transition, the ICTY). This paper explores the problematic relationship between paradigm and case in the circulation of universalized norms into new theaters. It primarily treats field data from Darfur. Exploring the application of the politico-legal concept of genocide to the Darfur case, the paper shows how this circulating norm is already thick with the traces of the particular crisis (the Nazi genocide) out of which it was forged. These traces emerge in the friction of its application. As both aid professionals and local actors in Darfur take up the concept, the moral categories that genocide invokes are recast as they are refracted through the practice of those living the crisis. The life worlds that emerge around this intervention are to no small degree forged out of this friction. Field material from Al Geneina and El Fasher, Darfur will be interpreted to illustrate this dynamic. “On the ground” the genocide debate is in fact a crucible in which conceptions of justice are re-worked and transformed into practices; it’s contours diverge significantly from the debate as we know it in internationalized form. The paper argues that the treatment of violence is a critical component of the moral imagination of what a globalized humanity means. To build the argument about the traffic of a normative practice, it treats the field data from Darfur in comparison with the itinerary of the genocide debate in Germany (the privileged site out of which the concept took its modern form).

 “As long as you call it ‘peace pedagogy’”- Reconciliatory initiatives and local political antagonisms in the context of Greek-Cypriot education

Constadina Charalambous, Panayiota Charalambous & Michalinos Zembylas, Open University of Cyprus
This paper investigates the interference of local political discourses with reconciliatory initiatives within Greek-Cypriot education and their consequent impact on teachers’ perceptions and responses. Focusing a recent attempt of the Greek-Cypriot ministry of education to promote the objective of ‘peaceful coexistence’ between the Greek-Cypriot and Turkish-Cypriot communities on the island, the authors report on a 2-year long project examining teachers’ perceptions and implementations of the new educational objective (using interviews, ethnographic observations and participatory action research).  Data analysis revealed that the reconciliatory initiative was seen by many teachers as part of a local leftist agenda and was therefore often a priori rejected. Nevertheless, when– through our planned intervention with teacher-training seminars – the same initiative was reframed and located within the more general and global field of ‘peace education’, grounded in humanistic ideals, the teachers appeared much more comfortable as well as more willing to engage with it. Taking the Cypriot socio-political complexities into consideration, we therefore claim that there is a need in the Greek-Cypriot context to disentangle peace initiatives from local political antagonisms. Although current critiques of humanistic discourse have aptly pointed out its theoretical and epistemological weaknesses, we argue that in the case of the Greek-Cypriot context, adopting such a discourse might be useful a) as an entry point for talking about reconciliation or peaceful coexistence, and b) as a way to overcome the local strong political connotations that these concepts appear to have.

Ethnicity in times of enduring crisis: How young people in Burundi relate and give meaning to ethnic belonging
Lidewyde Berckmoes, PhD Candidate, Department of Social and Cultural Anthropology, VU University Amsterdam.
Burundi in ’61, ’65 and then ’72, ’93, during the [period] after the independence of say the ’60s until today, [there are] cyclical wars, regular wars, crises. Wars, some of them worse than others, but every 5 years there was something, there was a small crisis or a big crisis. Now since ’93, ’93 until today there is crisis. You see, how many years is that? Almost 20 years, since ’91, and then in ’91 there was something, ’88 there was something. After ’72, between ’72 and ’88 there were 15, 16 years of peace because there had been a big confrontation, a big shock. After a big shock comes a period of calmness”(11 May 2011, Bujumbura). The crises or violent events to which the interview extract refers, have often been described in terms of ethnic Hutu/Tutsi opposition (for instance: Kadende-Kaiser & Kaiser 1997; Malkki 1995). The violent events cannot be characterised as ‘tribal wars’ as such, yet ethnic identity played an important role in defining inclusion and exclusion from political power and in the patterns of violence in the struggle for power (Rutake & Gahama 1998:79). In the negotiations to the end the latest full-fledged war in Burundi (1993-2005/6), a lot of attention has therefore been given to power sharing among the ethnic groups. And indeed, an assertion that is gaining ground amongst people and institutions in Burundi today is that ethnicity is no longer important for access to political power. In this paper, I explore how in this changed political context young Burundians understand, relate to, and give new meaning to notions of ethnic belonging in their political participation and everyday lives. I argue that while ethnic belonging has been pushed to the background and can be said to no longer define inclusion or exclusion from political power per sé, young people tend to maintain a careful stance towards notions of ethnic identity, as if they give meaning and act in a ‘subjunctive mode.’ This entails that people lay emphasis on intentions, hopes, and doubts rather than certainties: “To be in the subjunctive mode is…to be trafficking in human possibilities rather than in settled certainties (Good in Whyte 1997: 24). In the paper I explore how this tentative stance may be understood as related to the situation of enduring crisis in Burundi, in which violent outbreaks are, similar to what Vigh suggested for Guinea-Bissau: “a cyclical and expected manifestation of the dense disorder that characterises (...) society” (2008: 6). It appears that the disorder and thus continued unpredictability and uncertainty, become translated in the way people experience and act upon their ethnic belonging. 
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Session 6: Normalisation and the Ordinary

 Exscriptions of hope; a stop on the way to the warzone
Eirini Avramopoulou, PhD candidate, Dept. of Social Anthropology, University of Cambridge,
 “Why was I still hoping that she would be found alive when I know what kind of world we are living in, when I know that women die because of male violence every day in Turkey” one feminist said in a shuttering voice after reading the newspaper headlines. “An Italian woman artist who was hitch-hiking to the Middle East dressed as a bride to promote world peace has been found murdered in Turkey” BBC news reported on 12 April 2008. “We are ashamed”, “Pippa will you forgive us?” were the words featuring on the front covers of some Turkish newspapers, mirroring public sentiments of national embarrassment vis-a-vis ‘European’ gazes.  Pippa Bacca’s raped and murdered body was found in a small town an hour outside Istanbul. Together with her art-partner, Pippa had initiated the “Brides March for Peace” project. The two women would hitch-hike from Milan to Israel and Palestine passing through different conflict zones while meeting with local people and conveying a pacifist and humanist message. However, the limits of such a language were ultimately challenged by the event of death and in tragic irony it fleshed out life’s gendered precariousness away from the ‘real’ war zones. In this paper, I explore the limits of language when one needs to translate hope between the local and the transnational. I will reflect upon my ethnographic material deriving from the silent feminist protest that took place in memory of Pippa despite the family’s plea not to politicize her death by either attributing to it a local connotation that would be turned against the Turkish people, or by translating it through a feminist vocabulary that would be used against the state. Even if the feminists had some doubts about how to politically embrace this death, their silence was not speechless; it echoed death’s silence. Following Jean Luc-Nancy, I argue that silence can ‘touch’ the political promise of pushing the limits of available grammars (humanitarian, peace and conflict, feminist) through affective exscriptions of hope. I ask, when violence does not only occur within declared war zones but rather on the way, when the violated body mirrors life’s gendered precariousness, what does a death kill? What is there to be reconciled in hope?

Ordinary Security: securitization and the proliferation of security practices
Natalie Konopinski, Ph.D., Social Anthropology, University of Edinburgh
 ‘Local’ and experiential aspects of security are often missed by discussion of securitization and states of emergency. How might anthropology relate and respond to global concerns, processes and discourses of security? This paper will explore the persistence, proliferation and normalization of particular security measures put in place in times of crisis and asks what such practices perform and accomplish in times of calm. It will explore ordinary security practices and technologies of suspicion through an ethnographic account of street level security checks in Tel Aviv; the security staff who guard doorways to bus stations, supermarkets and shopping malls, searching for suspects and reading danger off bodies. It also addresses the experiences of citizens who pass through security checks and stay alert for signs of danger. The paper shifts the focus of the anthropological and academic lens from spectacular violence and states of emergency to the ordinary practices and moments of calm through which security is experienced, violence is predicted and protracted conflict played out. For security is never just a securitized speech act or social construction but is something lived and something felt (Loader and Walker 2007). Security guards exhibit an uncertain kind of expertise, a feel for the game of security. Such ordinary security operates in an ambiguous space of uncertainty and suspicion between the private and the state, between life and law (Asad 2004). This paper will tack back and forth between the global and the local, securitization and ordinary security practices exploring the connections and tensions between the two. 

Time in forced migration: Life in a Rwandese Refugee Camp”
Emily A. Lynch, Doctoral Candidate, The University of Texas at Austin
Humanitarian organizations and the UN are a central “life-giving” force in administering refugee camps all over the world. In Rwanda, the site of multiple refugee camps and transit centers, more than 50,000 Tutsi Congolese have waited since 1997 to return to their homes in eastern Congo. North Kivu, their home, has been an area of instability for more than a decade, leaving refugees unable to return home even as they are not welcome to remain in Rwanda. With meager provisions for food and shelter and minimal education and health services, the pathways to repatriation or “the good life” from the camp feel impossible and distant to the people who live there. Based on current fieldwork, this paper is concerned with ordinary forms of violence in this site that claims to promote life. I describe a suspended world where temporary conditions turn out to be indefinite. It is a space of exception where life is kept living yet riddled with constraints and muted forms of violence and where time is regulated and made idle. This paper explores how forms of everyday violence are embedded in the refugee life and are justified precisely because refugees are thought of as impermanent subjects inhabiting a liminal space. Drawing on theories of biopolitics, forced migration and critiques of humanitarianism, this discussion examines how the prolonged and endless operations securing life in the refugee camp actually serve to enact further violation and suffering. 

An exploration of auto-images and hetero-images through visual texts for children and readers
Louisa Mallouri
The rival nationalisms of the Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot community in Cyprus have been in competition for the last fifty years as both communities have employed the mechanism of selectively forgetting and remembering the past, constructing opposing and, at times, contradictory narratives of identity. Literature, by playing an important part in creating, maintaining, transforming and transmitting shared systems of meaning, can perpetuate mutual opposition and hostility by being the source of stereotypes and misinterpretations of other communities, or it may sometimes operate as a constructive influence. Research has shown that literary  works in Cyprus have played a significant part in disseminating myths which have become so entrenched in both communities. How is each community’s national selfhood juxtaposed against the ‘other’? What versions of ‘Cyprus’ are available to its people? How do these texts construct ‘Cyprus’ for an audience inside and outside Cyprus? Informed by investigations of image studies, this paper explores the dynamics developed in a Greek Cypriot and a Turkish Cypriot picturebook in order to explore the way auto-images and hetero-images are constructed. What is more, it investigates empirically how two comparable samples of Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot children respond to these particular texts, and thus actively construct identity and engage in political discourse.
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Session 7: Definitions and strategies of Peace

Concepts of peace in a local and a global context. Perceptions of the peace process in Sudan before and after the Referendum of January 2011.
Margret Otto, MA, Ansbacher Str. 72, 10777 Berlin
The long civil war between North- and South Sudan came to an end with the signing of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) in January 2005. During the following five years of the implementation of the agreement, a partly public discourse about the vision of a New Sudan, a common society and challenges for the peace building process in Sudan took place. The discourse went beyond the political and strategic aspects of peace , making individual concepts of how to live in Sudan visible. These concepts included ideas about both actors and principles of a peaceful Sudanese society.  The January 2011 referendum on the secession of South Sudan has caused a shift in the way peace is perceived: it seems that the notion of peace is no longer guiding future perspectives for the two newly separated countries. Is the concept of peace no longer located in a public space?   What is the role of the former ‘other side’ of the conflict, the North and the South in Sudan, when there is separation? How clear are the boundaries between war and peace in this context?  “Peace is when we don’t talk about it.” My research is based on qualitative interviews which were conducted in April 2009 and April 2011 in Khartoum with interviewees from North and South Sudan. One of the interviewees raised an important issue when she said: “Peace is when we don’t talk about it.” This situation asks for methodological procedures that can make the “hidden agenda” of peace more visible. My analysis of the interviews looks for answers to this question.  Can such  a qualitative approach  be a tool for deeper understanding of what peace means in a post-conflict situation?

 “Neither peace, nor war”: the political economy of war
Sylvaine Bulle (MCF sociologie, Groupe de Sociologie Politique et Morale/EHESS)
Les modes de souveraineté d’Israël dans les Territoires Palestiniens ont sans cesse évolué et dépassent la stricte séparation juridique impose par la barrière de sécurité entre Israël et Territoires (construite entre 2004 et 2008). De nouveaux modes de gouvernement des  frontières  mis en œuvre par l’Etat souverain d’Israël sont basés désormais sur l’attribution de droits très  sélectifs et individuels aux Palestiniens dans le domaine du travail, de la mobilité et de la résidence. Ils renvoient aux sources  du pouvoir libéral et révèlent les capacités de ce dernier à s’actualiser et à se greffer sur la souveraineté des Etats (Brown). Une nouvelle économie politique du conflit (depuis 2006) est  désormais à analyser par rapport à une rationalité néolibérale à l’oeuvre : clôture totale de la frontière israélo-palestinienne, privatisation de  surveillance des checks-points, critères de sélection des Palestinens migrants et résidents de Jérusalem. Elle organise une concurrence entre les individus d’un même groupe, foyer et famille. Cependant, le confinement, la séparation, la dislocation des systèmes de parenté ou de l’économie familiale des Palestiniens et plus largement l’affaiblissement d’un système anthropologique qui résulte d’une économie de la guerre offrent de nouvelles ressources pour l’étude de l’entre-deux de la guerre et de la paix. Celui-ci est un entre-deux normatif qui ouvre sur de nouvelles capacités morales et politiques. Celles-ci sont basées sur la  rationalité pratique, l’affirmation capacitaire et l’autonomie personnelle qui s’expriment à partir d’opérations transgressives et risquées de la part des Palestiniens. Des choix personnels comme la désobéissance politique, l’affirmation du registre libéral par les travailleurs, les résidents palestiniens  vont à l’encontre des structures morales et à une certaine forme d’ordonnancement du social basé sur l’honneur, la fidélité à la communauté , la patrie et la résistance. L’entre deux de la guerre et de la paix met en crise également les paradigmes de la paix universelle et la sophistique des traités de paix (1993-2004). L’agenda diplomatique international a échoué à définir les conditions juridiques et sociales de la justice ou la régulation de la vie sociale intercommunautaire. Si le contexte politique ne permet pas de dégager des principes de reconnaissance réciproque, ni d’aboutir à un accord politique sur la base d’une commune humanité entre Israéliens et Palestiniens, se dessinent de nouveaux enjeux théoriques et leur traduction politique : celui de la non domination et de la justice minimale (de Pettit à Rawls).

The post-communist Orthodox Churches in Peace and Conflict Processes in Local and Global contexts
Yuri Stoyanov (SOAS, University of London)
The proposed paper intends to explore the novel role of the Orthodox Churches in conflict situations and peace-making in the post-Cold War period, both in national and regional frameworks and in the context of global and supra-national initiatives. The military conflicts in the post-Communist Balkans and Caucasus posed some obvious challenges to international Orthodoxy and its implications for modern Orthodox approaches to warfare and peace-making, as well as its means and limits in multi-confessional and multiethnic regions and/or countries. The reactions of the Orthodox churches to these new conflicts were also affected by their existing and increasing contacts with international institutions related to the implementation of the League of Nations Covenant, the UN Charter, etc. The various initiatives, statements and appeals organized and hosted by the Ecumenical Patriarchate and other Orthodox Churches in response to these and other contemporary conflicts show some telling parallels and contrasts between their implementations in local and international contexts. What do these parallels and contrasts tell us about the newly defined and evolving involvement of the Orthodox churches in the global processes of conflict-resolution and peace-making, about their attitudes to protagonists of war and peace, the non-state sponsored and paramilitary groups as well as to their re-defined relations with the military in the post-Communist Orthodox-majority states? The paper will investigate these questions, bringing several local case studies into such larger religio-political frameworks. 

The History of environmental cooperation and the problem of environmentalism
Irene Dietzel, University of Erfurt,
Environmental cooperation has become a central theme of research on conflict and peace. It specifically looks at those linkages and alliances that form over the distribution of commonly accessed resources. Researchers not only identify it as an outcome of peaceful relations, but have come to acknowledge its role as an important catalyst for peace.  In Cyprus, mounting ecological pressures, such as scarce water resources, problematic waste management and habitat destruction have led to the introduction of an environmentalist agenda into inter-communal work. While this rightly acknowledges the ecosystemic interdependencies of the North and South, it purports to offer a ‘neutral scientific ground’ for the reconciliation between Greek and Turkish Cypriots. This paper argues against this notion of ‘scientific neutrality’ of environmentalism and discusses its indebtedness to Northern European notions of nature, which often prove incompatible with the Cypriot context. Through an anthropological analysis of traditional Cypriot forms of land use and property concepts, the paper identifies historical instances of environmental cooperation and proposes an ecological perspective on Cypriot history that reveals the logic of local environmental practices and may also support the process of inter-communal reconciliation.
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Session 8: Spaces of conflict, spaces of peace

 “Facts on the ground” and the subversion of the global in Israeli activism
Fiona Wright, Department of Anthropology, Cambridge University
How do Israeli left-wing and human rights activists imagine the conflict in which they live and against which they struggle? Considering the concept of ‘facts on the ground’ - more commonly associated with the nationalist settlement enterprise in Israel/Palestine (El-Haj 2002) - as a lens through which to view opposition to the occupation and ongoing conflict, this paper will examine the spaces in and through which activists understand and struggle against their surroundings. This research, based on ethnographic fieldwork with an Israeli human rights organisation and other activist groups, addresses the intersections of globalised vocabularies such as human rights with the particular concepts and experiences Israeli activists share with a reality they strive to contest. Part of a cosmopolitan elite and reflecting this in terms of their perceived detachment from the ‘Israeli mainstream’, Jewish Israeli activists also struggle with and against the discourses of victimhood, privilege and the desire to escape, of those around them. Through an examination of activist spaces - meetings, demonstrations, tours, conferences - as well as mundane experiences of everyday life in Tel Aviv-Jaffa, I present a picture of life in the liminal spaces of the victim - perpetrator - witness matrix in Israel/Palestine. Activists’ relations to transnational political discourses and networks are analysed as a kind of subversion of the global, their situation within spaces of conflict leading to complex positions vis-a-vis the promise of a global political morality.

Renegotiation of Roles: Local Political Institutions versus National Interests and Global Agencies in North Uganda
Friedarike Santner, PhD Candidate, University of Vienna
North Uganda’s internal conflict (1986-2007) created a unique situation of near total internal displacement of an ethnically homogenous region. Social transformation through life in camps also affected the political sphere, i.e. local government and so-called traditional authorities. The paper studies the positioning of local political actors, from displacement and life in camps to the return- and reconstruction process until 2010. This is examined versus the military, IDP-camp structures, national institutions, international organizations and NGOs, including current efforts to (re)establish authority by traditional authorities with partial backing from international and national agencies. 
For this, literature studies and qualitative interviews have been undertaken, with experts from academia, national and local government institutions, international organizations, international and national NGOs, donors, IDP-leaders, traditional authorities, and IDPs. Conclusions are that local government, especially at lower levels, and traditional authorities were disempowered by displacement according to military rationales and camp-rules. A humanitarian crisis emerged, far beyond the authorities´ management capacities and only internationally known after intervention of the United Nations: government could no longer neglect this crisis, and humanitarian organizations established massive presence. Local government, now on the lead of support to IDPs, has re-gained significance then, but had challenges in coordination of the many international actors, reacting partially by delegation to UN-agencies and adopting some of their work-methods (e.g. cluster approach). Today, local authorities, as main agents responsible for support to IDPs, still grapple with financial constraints, insufficient capacities and mandate, sometimes inconformity of humanitarian organizations, and national political interests defining other priorities than IDPs. Traditional authorities have re-organized in an NGO and become implementing partner for donors and national government, not without ambivalence about social contradictions, new privileges, and risk of representation of particular, rather than the population’s interests (with a big proportion not grown up in a context where traditional authorities would have played a major role).

Border crossings: children, place, and identity in a divided society
Spyros Spyrou (European University Cyprus) and Miranda Christou (University of Cyprus)
Since the opening of a number of check-points in 2003 Greek and Turkish Cypriots have been able to cross to the other side of Cyprus which had been inaccessible since the 1974 de facto division of the island. Thousands of people have crossed over to visit their refugee homes and towns, to see important religious and cultural sites, but also as time went by to go to the beach or shop.  For this paper we draw on data collected from an ongoing project with 10 to 12 year old Greek Cypriot children’s experiences of crossing over to the north.  The project utilizes ethnographic methods and creative visual methodologies to explore the cultural meanings of these visits for children.  The paper analyzes children’s own understandings and emotional reactions during these trips in an effort to highlight their active engagement with place-making and identity construction.  The contested nature of the “border” (i.e., the fact that it is not recognized as an international border yet one needs to present official documents in order to cross) and children’s paradoxical relationship with the space-place they visit in the north (i.e., the fact that it is considered as the other half of their homeland yet a part that they only experience temporarily as visitors) provides children with an ambiguous sense of what their homeland is.  The larger goal of the paper is to contribute to our understanding of “borders” in divided societies through an anthropological lens which focuses squarely on children.

M. Ram Creating a peaceful place of war: A Critical Tour of the Golan Heights
Mori Ram, Department of Politics and Government, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, Israel, Moriram@gmail.com
[bookmark: OLE_LINK29][bookmark: OLE_LINK28]Ever since its conquest from Syria in the 1967 war, the Golan Heights has held great importance within the Israeli national landscape. With its towering altitude and its attractive scenery, the "heights" holds special significance that fluctuates between secular-utilitarian demands, relating to its various exploitative potential on the one hand, and a meta-historical claim as the boundary of a Jewish homeland on the other. By studying the merits of its inclusion into the Israeli territorial narrative one can locate an interesting dialectic:  The Golan plays a quintessential role in the Zionist aspiration to become a part of a "normal" Europe, but also a major iconic landmark in the regional conflict between Israel and Syria. Thus, it juxtaposes two geopolitical discourses that epitomize Israel's inherent paradox – European vision and a Middle Eastern reality. My lecture will deal with the Zionist territorial discourse surrounding the assimilation process of the Golan Heights. I will analyze the various ways it was shaped and formulated:  as a popular secular national resort, as a new frontier for post 1967 settlement aspirations, and as a militaristic lieu de memoir after the 1973 October war. By exploring the way it had become a symbolic part of Israel, we can observe how a political landscape transcends the status of contested space into a modernized conceived place.  In this case, an interesting contradiction surfaces were by the creation of a peaceful and normal place is based on its presentation as a constant space of war.

SESSION 8

WORKSHOP  ABSTRACTS (DAY 2)

Roundtable  A: Critical Perspectives on the Neoliberal Peace

On the relationship between liberal intervention, neo-liberalism and local identities
Andrew Finlay, School of Social Science and Philosophy, Trinity college Dublin
The main radical critique of liberal intervention is that it is ‘too liberal’ (Chandler 2010) , ie that it seeks to reconstruct failed states and conflicted societies in the self-image of the western liberal state characterised in terms of the free individual, democracy and free market economy.  For radical critics one of the key problems is that liberal intervention with its universalist rationalism is hostile or  indifferent to local identities and cultures (see Richmond, 2008;  Jabri 2007; Dillon and Reid, 2009). The impression one gets is that liberal intervention aspires to create of individual subjects shorn of their irrational particularisms, cultural prejudices and traditions and ready to participate in elections and the market in a free and rational manner. Critics would have us believe that liberal interventionism is based on the idea that the ‘the path to global peace lies in abandoning strongly held beliefs  … in favour of increasing consumption.’ (O’Neil 2009). One can well-understand the currency of this critique.  Some of the early rhetoric associated with liberal intervention and the ‘war on terror’ suggested a hostility to ethnicity and to local traditions (Blair 1999, Abu-Lughod 2002).  And liberal efforts at the management of ethnic conflict, once approximated to the picture of liberal intervention painted by its critics: liberal peace was based on integration or assimilation to neutral, universalistic norms of citizenship and rights). What critics of liberal interventionism do not seem to appreciate is the influence on the liberal state of consociational theory.  Far from seeking to undermine what it takes to be local ethnic identities and groups, consociation seeks make them useful, bringing them into government though power sharing arrangements (Finlay 2010). The influence of consociational theory is evident in efforts to ‘resolve’ conflict In Cyprus (Karatsioli, 2010)), Bosnia and Herzegovina, Northern Ireland and Iraq.  According to this analysis, the problem with liberal intervention is that it works not through the imposition of liberal norms and the obliteration of local identities, but through the imposition of ethnic norms and the valorisation of the communal identities of local protagonists such that the space for other ways of being is diminished.   

Seeing like a peacebuilder: An ethnography of international intervention
Séverine Autesserre – Assistant Professor, Barnard College, Columbia University
Why do international interventions so often fail to secure a sustainable peace? Why do others succeed? The literature cannot satisfactorily answer these questions because it lacks analysis of how various cultures influence non-military peacebuilders on the ground, how the various actors and functions of peace interventions interact, whether significant similarities exist between all interveners, and how shared understandings can promote peace intervention success. Based on qualitative research in conflict zones around the world, notably the Democratic Republic of Congo, Burundi, Sudan, Afghanistan, and Kosovo, this paper examines the various cultures that shape peacebuilding actions in the field. I argue that diplomats, peacekeepers, and non-governmental organizations’ staff members deployed on the ground share a culture that shapes their understandings of war, peace, and intervention. This common culture makes certain strategies appear to be natural and effective while others seem inappropriate and illegitimate, and thus significantly affects the likelihood of peacebuilding success or failure. In developing this argument, the paper challenges one of the central explanations for the failure of international peacebuilding, which blames the dominance of the liberal peace paradigm. I argue that the liberal peace paradigm may be helpful in explaining dynamics in capitals and headquarters, but that it is much less relevant to analyzing strategies and actions in the rural areas and provinces where most peacebuilders are deployed. Non-liberal cultures influence interveners in the field and, therefore, orient on-the-ground peacebuilding away from liberal ideals. Furthermore, shared understandings generated by the daily practice of peacebuilding also contribute to shaping international strategies in the field. These understandings are rooted in common experiences, such as that of being an expatriate working in a conflict zone. They often lead to actions and results that oppose those delineated by the liberal peace paradigm.

The specter of apathy: epistemologies of conflict and local enhancement in the Balkans
Theodora Vetta (Ehess, Paris)
The Balkans, highly portrayed as the most fragile tank of ethnic nationalisms in Europe, have been the locus of various ‘conflict resolution’ experimentations. Whereas initial responses included the reform of constitutions and state institutions following the omnipresent human rights directives, the poor results attained have recently shifted the focus towards a more ‘local’ understanding of democratic ‘transitions’. A democratic local political culture, most often translated in terms of civic engagement is citizens’ associations, besides a mere means, became an end and a project in itself. This paper examines the case of a donor-funded ‘training’ calling for the Balkan youth to fight against the so-called spreading apathy and ‘get up’. Combining activist discourse, entrepreneurial logics and new age techniques with the belief that everything can –should- be taught, the training promises the overcome of conflict through cultural rapprochement and self-empowerment. I take this ethnographic example as a locus of critical junctions between the global and local in order to historicize and thus reveal the interconnectedness of these two analytical levels. The aim is first to deconstruct conflict epistemologies by linking them to the network of power relations enacted among differently positioned actors; and secondly, and most importantly, to understand the material effects of such logics within a wider context of current societal restructuring. Key words: Conflict resolution, Apathy, empowerment, culture, training

From Intellectual Internment to Intellectual Interment: The ‘Lessons’ of Northern Ireland and the Moral Economies of Peacebuilding
Mary-Alice C. Clancy, Research Fellow, Exeter Centre for Ethno-Political Studies, University of Exeter, UK; John Nagle, Lecturer in Anthropology, University of East London, UK and Visiting Research Fellow, Exeter Centre for Ethno-Political Studies, University of Exeter, UK
In 1999, M.L.R Smith wrote an article lamenting the intellectual “internment” of the Northern Ireland conflict, arguing that the failure to analyze its military and international dimensions made one of the most researched conflicts in the world one of the least understood. While this insularity often led to Northern Ireland being characterized as sui generis and/or insoluble, the onset and entrenchment of the peace process has created a new dynamic where it is now considered to be one of the premier models for conflict resolution, with its putative lessons being applied to disputes as diverse as the Kurdish and Basque conflicts. As these “lessons” have been proffered in the absence of a considered reassessment of the Northern Ireland conflict and its termination – let alone a considered assessment of the conflict to which they are being applied – they are often glib at best; at worst, these lessons are counterproductive.  Utilizing insights drawn from political science and anthropology, this paper seeks to develop the concept of a “moral economy” to describe the financial, political, academic, and normative pressures that have led to production of lessons that are congruent with prevalent normative understandings of peacebuilding but often empirically unsubstantiated.   Having discussed the “lessons” of Northern Ireland vis-à-vis neoliberalism, power-sharing, third-party interventions, etc., the paper will then warn that the moral economies undergirding these lessons run the risk of intellectually “interring” Northern Ireland, burying not only the history of the conflict and its termination, but also any relevant lessons arising from either experience. Outlining a potential research program that could obviate this interment, the paper concludes by arguing that only an holistic reassessment of Northern Ireland can substantiate whether or not an Northern Ireland “model” exists, and/or if any useful lessons can be extracted from its experience.   

Roundatable B

Presentations by the following organizations:
Peace Research Institute Oslo (PRIO) – Kristian Harpviken
Peace Research Institute Frankfurt (PRIF) –Sabine Mannitz 
Hands Across the Divide (HAD, Cyprus) – Maria Hadjipavlou
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung (FES, Germany) – Hubert Faustmann
Rehabilitation and Research Centre for Torture Victims (RCT, Denmark) – Henrik Ronsbo
Association for Historical Dialogue and Reseacrh (AHDR, Cyprus) – Alev Tugberk
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Workshop 1: Military and Security Practices in War and Peace
(Erella Grassiani and Liz Stones)

NATO’s civil-military coordination from a Human Security Perspective
Mira, Rita
The increase of complexity in international interventions demands more comprehensive approaches to achieve the generally pre-determined goals of pacification, reconstruction and development of the host country. The coordination of civil-military resources embedded in a multidimensional strategy is therefore central to the efficient management of operations and successful outcomes. The presentation will focus on the relevance of NATO's Civil-Military coordinated actions to the human security of populations in a specific war theatre. What kind of non-traditional security threats do the CIMIC actions address and what is their real contribution to populations’ concerns in terms of security matters? Should there be more anthropological inputs to the decision-making process to determine which actions are to be delivered? The cumulative response to these questions will help understand and analyze the relevance or irrelevance of CIMIC actions on the local perception of human security.   First, it will briefly go through human security as a contested concept, understood globally as the combination of freedom from fear and freedom from want. Secondly, it will assess the understanding of populations about their security problems at a local level, through an anthropological approach, but apart from theoretical conceptualizations. Thirdly, it will deliver conclusions on the significance of the undertaken CIMIC actions in relation to the regional problems identified and prioritized by the population facing war and on which role should anthropology play in NATO’s CIMIC decision-making in order to enhance human security accomplishments. Key words: Anthropology, Civil-Military Coordination, Human Security, NATO, Security Threats.

Security and the Other: The Everyday Order of Protracted Occupation in a West Bank Palestinian Village
Irene Callis
Irene Calis, PhD Candidate, Department of Anthropology, London School of Economics and Political Science
Anthropological research demonstrates that violent acts are often conducted through means that are socially permitted and encouraged as a moral right or duty.  In this manner, violence can be seen to be not pathological or deviant, but supported and reproduced through conventional norms, for example, in the interests of national security.  State security measures are “emerging as a central ingredient in the new paradigm of violence” (Jansen and Löfing 2009: 13) that have far-reaching consequences at the community level.  Contrary to what is usually claimed in a paradigm of state security, policies often fail to translate into individual security. Drawing on two years of fieldwork in a rural West Bank Palestinian community, my paper foregrounds how a national security framework translates into operational administrative practices in a local setting where daily life is subject to these policies.  Security in the West Bank has been synonymous with a social order structured around the military hierarchy of Israeli Occupation.  Crucially, Palestinians are subject to a security apparatus in which they are deemed as its main security threat. In demonstrating how Israeli military policies are experienced in daily life, the paper offers a crucial micro-level sociological perspective to one of the world’s longest standing, unresolved political conflicts.  It challenges “the official view of reality” in the paradigm of state security and helps to foreground the ways in which security policies inform and delimit social life. This paper also seeks to contribute to the theoretical understanding of violence, not only in documenting the ways in which states are implicated in the production of violence, but specifically, in how normative state policies are themselves implements of systemic oppression through which dispossession and extreme inequality become everyday facts of life.

Iterations of fire
Claus Kold, RCT
When the tasks of peace are imposed on an entire military organization, its recruitment, education, and training, procurement of equipment, behaviour, leadership, and command is opened for redefinition. How does this opening affect the actors’ interpretation of the institution and tasks – especially so during peace operations in a foreign culture and nation? The position of the soldier is a very traditional position in the military and as such, it is referring back to nation-state. Because of this traditional reference, the position is closely linked to national values and definitions which in many ways are taken for granted, not reflected. All this ‘taken for granted’ come into play when organizational change is taking place. Facing new political demands and concepts – is the soldier a warrior or a peacekeeper – how does the soldier behave in a traditional organization confronted with new demands? The object of the paper is to analyse the interconnection between the actor and the actor’s position in the military organization, and to analyse the interconnection which are made up by reflections and words, but also by bodily movements, performed rituals and traditions, and external symbols. This analysis shows that a deep nexus of institutional codes, signifiers and bodily movements creates an unreflected institutional practise resting on positive law. Confronted with the political voiced tasks of peace and human rights resting on cosmopolitan law this creates iterations of war-peace-war-peace… 
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Workshop 2: Martyrs, Perpetrators and Bystanders
(Nerina Weiss)

Victim/Martyr/Patron/Saint: the re-configuration of Rafik Hariri (Lebanon)
Are Knudsen, Chr. Michelsen Institute (CMI)
Lebanon is a country awash with martyrs and they are remembered in anniversaries and memorials, revered in song and popular culture and, most visibly, reincarnated in larger-than-life posters lining roads, highways, thoroughfares and demarcating popular neighbourhoods. All the Lebanese sects engage in the iconography memorialising slain leaders. Yet, none are bigger and more imposing than the images of the late Prime Minister Rafik Hariri. As time has passed since his murder in 2005, the Hariri billboards have grown even bigger and bear the inscription “We will not forget you”. Hariri now also has a memorial statue in downtown Beirut in addition to his tomb next to the imposing Al-Amin mosque he helped build. There is no tradition for solving and punishing political murders in Lebanon. Instead, vigils, memorials and anniversaries are held to commemorate those dead who are commonly pronounced “martyrs”. This paper argues that the absence of closure and justice is one reason why memorials and memorialising is so widespread; there will be neither truth nor justice. The bereaved families, followers and supporters are left to immortalise their slain leaders by seeking redemption rather than justice. So as to redeem their loss, victims are made martyrs.  Hariri’s death also made him a martyr – but crucially, his picture was displayed with the subtitle “the truth”, al-haqiqa. For him there could not only be redemption trough martyrdom, but, for the first time, justice and the truth about his murder. The paper will show how international prosecution of Hariri’s assassination through the Special Tribunal for Lebanon (STL) in The Hague could potentially restore the martyr to victim while victimising the alleged perpetrator, Hizbollah (Party of God). The paper further explores how the victim/martyr/perpetrator categories have changed with time (since 2005), space (local, regional and international) and frames of reference (political, judicial, and religious).
  
Local Understandings of Global War and Peacemaking From victimhood to heroism in the international world order
Gijs Verbossen, MSc

Not only anthropology is breaking away from the local/global dichotomy in research on war and peace. Also, and more important, our research subject is actively interpreting the nexus between the local and global realities of conflict. This paper will show how Palestinian young refugee men (shebab) under occupation effortlessly connect the intimate reality of daily life with the abstractness of international politics, and from this connection deduce identity. The shebab are fully aware of the peace and security paradigm practiced by the international community, and their evaluation of its efficacy is input for their identity. For example, they are familiar with UN resolution 242 from 1967, summoning withdrawal of Israeli armed forces from occupied land. Yet, Israeli soldiers frequently enter the refugee camp at night. Then, Israel’s apparent impunity is a firm contribution to the shebab’s idea that they are the ultimate victims of an asymmetrical conflict. However, the shebab emphasize the need for endurance and resilience in a heroic David and Goliath-like struggle. This negotiation between victimhood and heroism is at the core of their highly politicised identities. Based on ethnographic fieldwork this paper unfolds how on different loci of political-meaning-making, along a continuum from the intimacy of the body to the abstractness of international politics, victimhood is turned into heroism. Subsequently I suggest that such inversion victimhood has far reaching consequences for the power balance within the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Because when victimhood means heroic resilience, conflict is no longer a cost-benefit consideration. This paper shows that the local and the global directly affect one another, and therefore the local should be on the global agenda.

The making of the martyr or a Criminal, out of a Dead Hunger Striker
Marcello Mollica, Department of Social Sciences, University of Fribourg
This paper is based on field research carried out in the Protestant enclave of The Fountain, in the city of Derry, and in the Catholic village of Dungiven, in County Londonderry, Northern Ireland.   Using the example of the so-called Republican Hunger Strikes of 1980-81, it shows the means of transmission used by the local political communities to deliver messages concerning death-related political behaviours and remembrances to the children of the two ethnic communities and thus the political ‘process’ by which a hunger striker is made into a martyr, or a criminal.Memory, parades and today spoken politics of dead hunger strikers bodies is still a major concern in Northern Ireland.   The children of both communities are aware of the hunger strike. In both communities, death and dying issues are daily components in the process of acquisition of children knowledge. As a consequence they are made available to them to the extent to which the local political community allows them to be.   Dead bodies have been processed by artists in order to emphasize cruelty. Moreover, they influence the feelings of people making the image of the enemy (and vice versa) and have an impact on behaviour, such as revenge and as such influence negatively conflict resolution processes.

Continuities of War: From the Dirty War to the War on Drugs in Mexico
Sylvia Karl, Department of Social and Cultural Anthropology Philipps-University of Marburg, Germany

The political violence during the Mexican Dirty War of the 1970s caused hundreds of disappeared people considered internal enemies by the military. Families of the disappeared started searching for them, organized in victims associations, demanded truth and justice and became important human rights actors in the Mexican transition period since 2000. Global transitional justice instruments were implemented by the government to respond victims’ demands, punish the perpetrators and reconcile the divided country. But within these political processes the transitional frictions (Hinton 2010) between global norms and local realities became visible: the important role of the Mexican military within the discourse of National Security, the culture of impunity, the continuing political violence against opponents and the emerging conflicts between victims on a local level. Within this context of transition Mexican president Calderón declared in 2006 the War on Drugs. Since the beginning of this new war thousands of people were disappeared again and mutilated, beheaded and tortured bodies were found in mass graves all over the country. The boundaries between victims and perpetrators are blurred within the current war, criminal networks and the military act with impunity committing human rights violations, vast territories are militarized and anybody can become a victim of a violent act. Also within the current war families of the disappeared are searching for their abducted family members and joined with the victims of the dirty war of the past. The paper will explore the past and the present war focusing on the local victim category of the disappeared. It will argue that there are elements of continuities between the war of the past and the current war despite the proclaimed transition and democratization process. And it will ask: how did different categories of victims and perpetrators emerge in the current conflict? How do transnational connections influence the current militarization of the country? And how do new phenomena of violence affect local communities?  
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Workshop 3: Critical Reading of Reconciliation and Racism: Toward a Global-Local Paradigm 
(Nicos Trimikliniotis)

 Towards the Great Clash: The impact of the Possible Outcomes of Cyprus Peace Talks on Turkish Foreign Policy in the Short and Medium Term
Erhun Sahali,
The Republlic of Cyprus  was founded in 1960 following  the island’s  independence after the British rule which lasted  for 82 years. However, the republic  lost its constitutional character due to the breakout of inter-communal fights in 1963 and emerged  as a political entity which came predominantly under the control of the Greek Cypriot community. With this new state of affairs while the Turkish Cypriot community has become even more isolated from the world, the Republic of Cyprus continued to be recognized by the international community due the relevant resolutions of the United Nations Security Council and eventually the Greek Cypriot community has become the sole owner and representative of the state. In order to restore the collapsing state under a federal framework the inter-communal talks started for the first time in Beirut in 1968 between Rauf Denktash representing the Turkish Cypriot community and Glafkos Clerides representing the Greek Cypriot community. Since then many principles, decisions, set of ideas have emerged throughout those negotiations in the last 43 years but a comprehensive settlement has not been materialized yet. Today those peace talks are continuing between the Turkish Cypriot leader Dervish Eroglu and the Greek Cypriot leader Demetris Christofias under the auspices of the UN.  While the Cyprus conflict is a long-lasting dispute in the conflict resolution studies almost as old as the Northern Ireland conflict, Arab-Israeli conflict and the Kashmere conflict, it is also playing a significant role on Turkish foreign policy particularly due to the EU membership of Cyprus to the European as a divided country  since 2004 and Turkey’s bid for accession to the EU. The Annan Plan without any doubt has become a major turning point in this paper.  In this paper, while I will make a detailed account of  Cyprus peace talks, I will also try to make a critical analysis of the possible scenarios about the destiny of Cyprus peace process which may influence the Turkish foreign policy in general and Turkey’s accession process to the EU in particular. 

Too Little Too Late? Effects of Out-group Negotiation Strategy on Intergroup Relations
Ozum Saygi, University of Amsterdam
Intergroup conflict has been an issue throughout the human history. Intergroup conflicts are often delegated to representatives who manage the conflict on behalf of the group. Initial research on representative negotiation has focused on ways to increase joint outcome (Gelfand & Realo, 1999), on the effects of constituency composition (Steinel, De Dreu, Ouwehand, & Ramirez- Marin, 2009), and on the effects of representative emotions on negotiation processes and outcomes (Druckman, & Olekalns, 2008). Surprisingly little is known about the ways in which the negotiation process itself affects the ensuing quality of intergroup relations. Holding the negotiated outcome constant, we focus here on a specific aspect of the negotiation process, namely the timing of the counterpart’s concessions (i.e., early or late in the negotiation process) and its influence on intergroup relations. In this study on representative intergroup negotiation, we investigate the effect of out-group representative concession making patterns on the ensuing quality of intergroup relations. In an experiment with 84 participants, we replicate past research on interpersonal negotiations (Kwon & Weingart, 2004) showing that constituents are more satisfied with the negotiation outcome when late, rather than early, concessions were made by the (simulated) out-group representative. We further show that while constituents are more satisfied with the negotiation outcome when the out-group representative makes a late concession, such late concessions actually worsen the quality of intergroup relations. Compared to the early concession condition, constituents in the late concession condition have less trust in the out-group, display more in-group favoritism, and exhibit stronger out-group derogation. This study contributes to the negotiation literature by opening a new line of research which has been neglected for many decades. Despite the interdependency between intergroup relations and negotiations, the social psychological literatures on negotiation and intergroup relations have developed largely independently. Further exploration of the effects of the negotiation process on intergroup relations will provide valuable insight about the reasons for negative intergroup relations even under considerably good negotiation outcomes.

Peace of the mind and memories of violence: the trans-local and transgenerational transmission of Pontic trauma
Akis Gavriilidis
Bafra is a town at the coast of the Black Sea, in the current Turkish Republic. Actually, there are more than one Bafras. To my knowledge as yet, there are (at least) three other villages, (not to mention one battleship of the Turkish navy), bearing the same name: “Nea [New] Bafra” near Serres, in the Macedonia district of Northern Greece, a second Nea Bafra again in Greece, this time in Epirus, near Yannena. Both of them were created by refugees from the Black Sea after the Lauzanne population exchange; only, in the former case the founders were of right-wing political orientations, in the latter of left wing. Finally, there is a B(P)afra in Northern Cyprus, created by Turkish citizens who came from the original town as settlers after 1974. This multiplication of names corresponds to an extremely complex history of a people (but precisely, is it one people or more? if more, how many? or, may be, less than a people?), that we can provisionally term as “Pontians”; a population which was caught in the conflict between Turkey and Greece after the invasion of the latter into Asia Minor during the 1920s and, arguably, still carry the scars of this violence –but also of their conflicting desire(s) and their internal division. Drawing from Spinoza’s remark that “peace is not just the absence of war, but a virtue stemming from the force of the mind”, in my presentation I will focus on the war inside; on the fact that, in some cases, hostilities properly speaking may have ceased decades ago, but souls have not necessarily pacified. I will try to trace down the various symbolizations that the Pontic populations expelled to Greece have collectively invented in order to address their “weakness of mind”, the painful memories and the distress they inherited from the previous generations.
 
 Beyond Sociology, beyond Anthropology? Can we learn from comparing violent conflicts and reconciliation processes?
Nicos Trimikliniotis, PCC / University of Nicosia
This paper aims to explore how to utilize knowledge derived from various ethnic, national and state conflicts drawing on a comparative perspective that scrutinizes alternative modes of understanding and dealing with the violent past. Such knowledge is a precondition to contemplating the potential for resolution or transformation of conflict and how reconciliation comes about in society. This requires a system of thinking that is by its’ inception interdisciplinary and open. I argue for a sociology/anthropology is a knowledge system which possesses the conceptual and methodological frames capable of bridging the gap between disciplines and specializations through which, ‘violence’ and ‘conflict’ have so far been studied separately from ‘reconciliation’, or have a superficial, often stereotypical understanding of the ‘types’ of conflicts and reconciliation modes. Sociologists, political scientists, anthropologists, psychologists, psychoanalysts, lawyers, typically study different aspects of conflicts and reconciliation processes but not how they relate to each other. Moreover, theories and practices of conflict resolution and transitional justice must be more closely studied by sociologists as they have professionalised the field. However, in order to address such complex social problems, we need a sociology that draws on various dimensions of knowledge without becoming an eclectic ensemble: we require a knowledge system that allows for creative integration of various approaches from different disciplines into a broad interdisciplinary perspective that is theoretically and empirically sound and policy-relevant. This would allow for a sociology/anthropology of conflict/reconciliation that is global as well as contextual, universal as well as particular: hence, it would have the potential for providing a frame for explaining and understanding violent conflicts and reconciliation processes as distinct modes and processes within a single social phenomenon. This would be a sociology/anthropology that moves beyond the sociology/anthropology as we have known these disciplines.  
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Workshop 4: Enemies and Others: On conflict, social polarization and othering
(Henrik Vigh)

The enemy of your enemy is your friend
Anna Hedlund, Social Anthropology, Lund University
This paper explores connections, patterns, structures and the culture(s) of armed groups in the Democratic republic of Congo (DRC). Without exceptions, the crises in the Congo must be framed in local-global correlations, i.e. in terms of criminal network activities and its linkages to mining businesses and exploitation of natural resources. In the eastern DRC the boundaries between the different armed groups and the state have become blurred. Previous enemies have now begun to collaborate for common pursuits; such collaborations are linked to what a global economic shadow market offers. On local level, groups split and from the ashes of such fractions new groups emerge. On ground we find a “gangland” with the government army (FARDC), the (defense) militias (Mai-Mai), and the FDLR, (Rwandese Hutu ex-interahamwe accused of the genocide in Rwanda 1994). New relationships among these groups are formed accordingly, vis-à-vis and from “day to day” depending on relationships and status among the different commanders. My research focus particularly on the non-state armed groups, and the paper will draw attention to the local militia/movement entitled the Mai-Mai and the “new” collaborations with FDLR. It is now an interesting time in the Congo for the reason that historically, these groups were enemies and share a violent past; however “new” opportunities have shaped an arena where boundaries between the different groups are no longer clear. How and why are these changes seen in contemporary DRC, and how does it shape a local and global structure and criminal-network-culture? This paper is a result of extensive fieldwork in DRC together with the different armed groups. 

 “Others” and “Brothers” in the Language Lesson: looking at Turkish classes in a Greek Cypriot school
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Constadina Charalambous, Open University Cyprus

Language-learning is considered a key school-subject for developing intercultural understanding, and recently, there has been an increasing number of scholars writing about the contribution of language education to intercultural communication and peaceful coexistence. Nevertheless, this research strand has tended to ignore contexts where the target-language is the language of an ‘enemy’, and where language-learning becomes highly ideological. In order to bring these issues to the foreground, this paper draws on data from a linguistic ethnographic study in Cyprus. Taking into account the history of long and violent conflict between the Greek- and Turkish-Cypriot communities, this study examined the discursive (re-)negotiations of ethnic identity and ethnolinguistic borders that occurred in classes teaching the language of ‘The Other’. By transferring the debates around language, identity and communication across ‘cultures’, to a context of an intractable conflict, this paper 
1. explores the challenges for both intercultural education and peace education theories, as well as for educational practitioners;
1.  it calls for attention to the significance of the local identity-discourses and the historico-political representations of ‘us’ and ‘Br-Others’, highlighting the different ideologies that may underpin and influence the process and outcomes of language classes,
1.  ultimately, it discusses the extent to which Other-language-learning can contribute to intercultural understanding & peaceful coexistence.

Studying inter-group violence in deeply divided societies
Andreas Jacobs, Research Associate, Peace Research Institute Frankfurt (PRIF)
The paper proposes a research methodology that accounts for the constructed nature of reality and allows for the analytically sound retracing of group-specific perceptions. Inherent to this methodology is a call for creativity regarding the development and application of highly inter-disciplinary research methods in the field and at the desk. The methodology’s distinguishing feature is an ontological twist that helps to overcome the practical challenges of conducting empirical research in deeply divided societies. These challenges relate to the specific character of retrospective research, the necessity to bridge the gap between the researcher and his informants, and the need to abandon the seemingly objective observer position which has long dominated main-stream peace and conflict research. The methodology’s ontological twist is based on the notion that in order to gain substantial insights about the dynamics of inter-group conflicts in deeply divided societies, a shift in perspective is needed. To better understand what motivates specific groups into action, researchers are foremost required to retrace and construct the perspectives of these groups. Therefore the paper proposes a research design, which rests upon modified processes of triangulating data sources and research methods that enable the researcher to generalize beyond locally gathered insights. Additionally, a comprehensive data analysis procedure is presented which is tailored for the practitioner and borrows from the basic ideas of Grounded Theory. Empirically, the paper draws on extensive field work conducted in Nairobi, Kenya. Putting analytical focus on the perspective of the city’s slum-dwellers, the proposed methodology was applied in order to understand the urban characteristics and dynamics of ethno-political violence that pushed the country to the brink in the aftermath of the December 2007 elections. The interesting empirical insights gained in Nairobi give rise to the conclusion that the proposed methodology can be of good use to other researchers working on similar issues as well.


Workshop 5: The culture of non-state armed and paramilitary groups
 (Maria Vivod and Alexander Horstmann)

Constructing the Non-state Army: Making Sense of Armed Conflict in Northeast India.
Åshild Kolås, Peace Research Institute Oslo (PRIO)
As a frontier region and a site of multiple armed conflicts, Northeast India is heavily militarized. The Armed Forces Special Powers Act (1958) authorizes security forces to fire on and use force against suspects, ‘even to the causing of death’, and to enter, search and arrest without a warrant in ‘disturbed areas’. Against this backdrop non-state actors have consciously constructed their own ‘armies’, mirroring and contesting the security forces as they enact and try to justify the use of violence. The leaders of armed groups and the security establishment both tend to emphasize the distinction between political organisations and their ‘armies’. While an organisation is headed by a ‘chairman’ or ‘president’, its ‘army’ is led by a ‘commander-in-chief’, in charge of ‘commanders’ leading ‘battalions’ and other troop divisions. When an armed group enters into a ceasefire agreement with the government, the group is allowed to build ‘designated camps’, which are laid out and function just like the camps of the Indian military, complete with guard’s posts armed with machine guns and sandbags for protection. In these camps cadres routinely go through drills, target practice and other military training, and perform annual ‘Raising Day’ ceremonies as commemorative events. Commanders invoke ‘military discipline’ when they use ‘prisons’ (deep holes in the ground) to punish cadres who break the rules, whereas a deceased cadre may be given a ‘soldier’s honor’ through the prominent display of a standing assault rifle. This paper describes the discursive construction of non-state ‘armies’ based on my fieldwork in Northeast India since 2007. I argue that the ‘non-state army’ paradigm is important in making sense of the use of violence by militants as well as the security establishment in Northeast India.

The culture of non-state armed and paramilitary groups 
Tichaona Mazarire, Master of Philosophy in Peace and Conflict, University of Tromso Norway
Non-state armed groups and paramilitary groups have emerged over the last decade with a much more ugly face. From Janjaweed in Southern Sudan to Zimbabwe’s war veterans and youth militia. War lords in Afghanistan have neither made it easier for peace initiatives such as Disarmament, Demobilization and Reintegration (DDR) of ex-fighters. Undoubtedly well organized, and usually with clear goals paramilitary or state armed militias have been the scapegoat for regimes wishing to use force to subjugate political opponents. The continual human rights abuse by these groups and the failure of state security forces to disarm these rowdy militant elements has been a worrying trend in countries like Zimbabwe and Sudan. The consequence of such unrest has unfortunately had a bearing on all peace initiatives in these various regions, many times steering such states into the ring of ‘failed states’. It is imperative to realize that unless governments accept responsibility that they arm paramilitary groups, then disarming them even with international actors such as United Nations with DDR initiatives will continue to be problematic. This is because the state will be able to mobilize these groups and arm them whenever the need arises reversing whatever gains done by non-governmental organizations in disarming them. War Lords are of course a prominent feature in war ravaged Afghanistan. They have proven with time to be a huge obstacle in reintegration of ex-fighters. Simply because they War Lords have the ability to remobilize ex-fighters using seniority and intimidation. However, what is striking in both scenarios of non-state armed and paramilitary groups is the ability of the state and War Lords alike to remobilize them whenever necessary. This has proven to be problematic towards society as more and more civilians get armed. And the question would be will such societies ever be civil after other civilians such as Zimbabwe’s youth militia have been allowed to breach the rule of law and not be accountable. Can such societies heal from the psychological impacts of such phases by simply disarming these groups? Or it becomes a scar nations may have to live with for generations to come.


Ripe for peace: Ready to spoil –The Praxis of Peace-Negotiations of Non-State Armed Groups in Colombia
Stefan Khittel – University of Vienna
Since the 1980ies non-state armed groups (NSAG) and the Colombian government have been involved almost all the time in some sort of peace negotiation. During the 1980ies and 1990ies it was mostly leftist guerrilla groups that negotiated with the government, whereas from 2003 on it was rather the right wing paramilitary groups that sat at the table with the government. All these negotiations – no matter their outcome – have in common that they were partial at best because never all NSAG involved in the Colombian armed conflict tried to settle their cause with the government. The other problem is that even on the government’s side the interests were, euphemistically put, diverse.  My assumption is that two theoretical concepts from peace negotiation theory offer a productive basis from which to elaborate a more realistic model for the course of complex peace negotiations. Both theories, I. William Zartman’s ripeness and Stephen J. Stedman’s spoiler theory are excellent tools for certain constellations of forces or stages of peace negotiations but each alone does not account for complex processes such as the Colombian case. Among other things, the assumption that the government-side is also a unit of analysis such as the NSAG is crucial. The question of spoiling, then, is not confined to the NSAG but also includes the government’s side; and on the NSAG side it is not only local splinter-groups and rival ideological groups within the same political spectrum but also from the opposite side that take to spoiling a particular peace negotiation of any group and do their own reckoning of conflict ripeness. With a detailed ethnographic and political study I aim at analysing Colombian cases since 1982.



Rhetorics of the killers
Maria Vivod, Laboratory ‘Cultures and Societies of Europe’ Strasbourg, France
Almost twenty years have gone by since the first clashes started and the first units of so called ‘volunteers’ parted to battle for the ‘salvation’ of the Serbian nation in Croatia, Bosnia and in Kosovo. There is a great discordance in the manner how the former military veterans, especially the former Serbian paramilitary unit members are perceived in contemporary Serbia, a decade after that the last armed conflict of the decomposition of former Yugoslavia finally ended. Mainly there are two streams of completely divergent opinions -  individual attitudes toward the veterans of war, leaving a vacant public consensus on the question: for some these ‘volunteers’, made often from convicted criminals or those who exchanged their time in prison for ‘some time’ on the battlefield are the undisputable ‘heroes of the Serbian nation’. For others they are the living embodiment of all the evil nurtured by the Milosevic regime. Several of these unit leaders and members were trialed at the Serbian Special Tribunal for War Crimes in Belgrade. For some of them the trials are over: they were sentenced for war crimes, looting and murder in a manner which could never satisfy the victims. Others face incitement and trials at present. The trial transcripts, published by several of the Serbian NGOs with a goal to uncover the extent and the implication of these units in the Milosevic war machine, offer a privileged glimpse into the self representation of these former ‘war dogs.’ The paper’s aim is to study trough the self-defense rhetorics of these convicted/indicted unit members the way as they perceive(d) themselves, their role during the armed conflicts of former Yugoslavia. Their rhetorics are abundant in leitmotifs taken from the Serbian epic poetry and local history while having a decisive role in the auto-representation as ‘meritorious heroes of the nation’.
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Workshop 6: Governance in zones of conflict
(Michael Lidauer and Jens Adam)

The informal justice assemblage in Afghanistan
Torunn Wimpelmann, CMI/SOAS
This paper examines the proliferation of international interest in customary justice processes in Afghanistan. In particular I investigate the process of developing a new national policy- later law- intended to ‘link’ formal and informal justice institutions, thereby extending government recognition to the latter. Drawing upon field work in Afghanistan, I explore the background for the promotion of this policy, the actors and interests involved, different understandings of its purpose and the various arguments employed over its acceptability. I find that external interest in informal justice gained decisive force when it became a component of the military counter insurgency strategy. With increasing NATO problematisation of the slow pace of centralized and formal statebuilding as a risk to the war effort, military actors saw the bolstering informal justice mechanisms as a potential remedy.  Drawing on a long established repertoire of Afghanistan as defined by its statelessness and tribal tradition, the gradual abandonment of national structures was justified as anyhow more in line with Afghan reality. I argue that in its totality, the informal justice agenda reveals a nascent, alternative set of governance relations, resting on an alignment  of foreign military forces, NGOs, western -educated academics and members of old Afghan elites. Furthermore, I argue  that NGOs and researchers, by virtue of positioning themselves as privileged experts able to deliver Afghan-led solutions,  are doing exactly the opposite; foreclosing the possibility for public debate in Afghanistan on what are essentially political questions tied up with competing visions of statehood. This erosion of accountability is reinforced by militarization of the informal justice agenda, which moves it further out of public scrutiny. 

Researching Peacebuilding as seen from the local perspective
H. Neumann International Research Network Cultures of Intervention (CoINet),Free University Berlin,
So far, most research on peace and conflict has either focused on national and international level (international relations) or taken a very close anthropological look. Combining the two – seeing individuals and groups in national and international context – provides enriching results and helps to explain the struggles many current peacebuilding interventions are facing: shadow institutions, hybridisation, escalation. Statistics, such as those provided by World Bank and UN, only make sense when connected to ethnographic research on the ground. This connection was made in the research project: “Peacebuilding as seen from the local perspective” funded by the German Foundation of Peace Research. In terms of methodology, we took a micro-sociological approach, linking community experiences to the national and international context through a multi-method approach of participatory observation (field work, supported by local researchers), key-informant interviews, focus-group discussions, statistical data and literature analyses. Doing so, we worked in teams with regional and local researchers, mostly students or newly graduated from the local universities. This was implemented in Mindanao (Philippines) and Liberia – making astonishing cross-case comparisons possible. Societal context: Our results show, that most interventions follow a blue-print approach, ignoring the societal structures on the ground. Thus they provoke new conflicts – between traditional and new structures and between members of the communities who gain/loose power and prestige. These conflicts, in many cases lead to a rejection of newly implemented structures while at the same time delegitimizing traditional structures. Looking at the case of Rule of Law, many of the functions customary law making provides for the community, especially reconciliation, are not taken into account by the formal system. Delegitimizing community structures and promoting formal approaches that are not accepted led in both countries to an overall decrease in justice and an increase in private violence on the ground. For the paper I could either go into methodological depth – exploring how we implemented the method and what experiences we had and/or explore the potential of such comparative case analyses combining local and (inter-)national level and first results from the project.

Interrogating the management of local conflicts with local implications: the case of Yemen, 1962-67, 2009-
Sophia Dingli, York University, Canada
Deploying foreign troops to either fight or manage local conflicts with global implications is a common occurrence.  This paper focuses on Yemen’s modern history that has witnessed two  notable  examples: the deployment of British  irregular troops, sanctioned by the government, to thwart the Soviet threat in the Yemen Arab Republic during the 1962-67 Civil War; and, for the past two years, the deployment of American military trainers and other personnel to quell the advance of the Al Qaida of the Arabian Peninsula. Both missions have been training and managing missions aiming to counter the global impact of local conflicts. Further they have employed similar tools: training of local army or paramilitary groups, arming and providing them with money and, last, air force strikes against their adversaries. This paper argues that interrogating the deployments’ implications on the ground reveals the racism that drives them and their execution. They ultimately served to enrich those who claim to be the only ones capable of managing the locals who are viewed through Orientalists lenses. Most importantly both the cases examined reveal that such deployments served to make the conflicts
  protracted, with grave implications for the civilians on the ground. Moreover, it is argued that the current actions of the American military in Yemen have worsen the security situation on the local as well as the global level. Finally, interrogating the management of local conflicts with global implications on the local level in Yemen reveals that those who suffer are the civilians of the country.
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